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Walter Lippmann : A Prefaceto Morals before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and all praised A Preface to Morals:

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy HoBoExcellentO of 1 people found the following
review helpful. Five StarsBy BCA Jr.great book and servicel of 3 people found the following review helpful. LikedBy
russell e newtonkFor intellectuals primarily. Mucho ideas and words not commonly used. The writer has a great mind. |
would recommend .
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After an eloquent and moving analysis of what he sees as the disillusion of themodern age, Lippmann posits as the
central dilemma of liberalism itsinability to find an appropriate substitute for the older forms of authority church,
state, class, family, law, customthat it has denied. Lippmann attempts to find away out of this chaos through the
acceptance of a higher humanism and away of life inspired by the ideal of "disinterestedness’ in all things. In his new
introduction to the Transaction edition, John Patrick Diggins marks A Prefaceto Morals, originally published in 1929,
asacritical turning point in Lippmann's intellectual career. He also provides an excellent discussion of the enduring
value of this major twentieth-century work by situating it within the context of other intellectual movements.

"Far and away Walter Lippmann's best book.... [He] has not merely, as other writers have done, shown us the picture
of our own confusion, with our ancient sanctions and authorities gone and obliged to stand on our own human feet; he
gives us the assurance that we shall be able to do so, that we have begun to do so aready.” Edmund Wilson, New
Republic "To read it is a continuous intellectual excitement. It is the record of afinely endowed mind with not alittle
first-hand experience of human affairs, trying to think its way through and out of the moral condition of our time. It is
full of penetrating analyses and of sound criticisms." Saturday "One of the finest qualities of this 'Preface to Morals'is
acertain strain of literary self-conquest, wholly in keeping with the author's idea of asceticism, which saves the book
from falling into the slough of cleverness, and givesit alean literary vigor and sincerity.... Thisis a soundjand
valuable book: honest, unafraid and austere." Y ae About the Author Walter Lippmann (1889-1974) was the author of
many books on political thought and was widely considered Americas most distinguished syndicated columnist. In
addition to being awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, he won two Pulitzer Prizes for his newspaper column
Today and Tomorrow, which appeared in the New Y orkHerald Tribune.



