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T.j. Knab : A Scattering of Jades: Stories, Poems, and Prayers of the Aztecs  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Scattering of Jades: Stories, Poems, and Prayers of the 
Aztecs: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Interesting book on Aztec legends and facets of life.By P. BrownThe 
book is very well written and gives "legends" and other facets aof Aztec life. I found out about the book when I was 
taking Aztec culture. It is very difficult to obtain.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A Scattering of 
Jades: Stories, Poems, and Prayers of the AztecsBy Yooper HistorianThe information contained in this volume was 
useful in the class I teach on the Aztecs. Having seen the Aztec culture first-hand on three trips to Mexico, including 
Mexico City and its environs, it proved to be very interesting.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A very 
good introduction to the layperson who is curious about Aztec ...By TrippettaA very good introduction to the 
layperson who is curious about Aztec literature. The introductory material is accessible and does justice to Aztec 
artistry without downplaying the bloodier side (literally) of Aztec history and culture.

Long before Europeans came to America, the Aztecs were flourishing, creating a unique culture based on myth and a 
love of language. To the Aztecs, an elegant turn of phrase was like a precious stone. This work is an anthology of the 
best of Aztec literature, including myths and narratives, poems and proverbs. These selections depict the reality of this 
ancient people: their everyday life, and their truly unique view of the world.
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"Sullivan's elegant translations combined with Knab's commentaries make this the most satisfying, most authoritative 
introduction to Aztec literature." -- John Bierhorst, translator of Cantares MexicanosLanguage NotesText: English 
(translation) Original Language: SpanishFrom the Inside FlapLong before Europeans came to America, the Aztecs 
created a unique culture based on myth and a love of language. Myths and poems were an important part of their 
culture, and a successful speech by a royal orator was pronounced "a great scattering of jades." "A Scattering of Jades" 
is an anthology of the best of Aztec literature, compiled by a noted anthropologist and a skilled translator of Nahuatl. It 
is a storehouse of myths, narratives, poems, and proverbs--as well as prayers and songs to the Aztec gods that provide 
insight into how these people's perception of the cosmos drove their military machine. Featuring a translation of the 
"Mexicayotl"--a work as important today for Mexico's concept of nationhood and ideology as it was at the time of the 
Conquest--these selections eloquently depict the everyday life of this ancient people and their unique worldview. "A 
Scattering of Jades" is an unsurpassed window on ancient Mesoamerican civilization and an essential companion for 
anyone studying Aztec history, religion, or culture. 


