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Colin Turner : A Thematic Dictionary of Modern Persian  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised A Thematic Dictionary of Modern Persian: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Extremely helpfulBy Danesh AmuzThis book has a few key points 
that actually do make it worth the price - I watched on and off for a year and the cheapest I ever saw was $119. I use 
this in conjunction with the Combined New Persian-English and English-Persian Dictionary, by Manoochehr 
Aryanpur-Kashani and Abbad Aryanpur-Kashani, by Mazda Publishing. These are the two best dictionaries I've found 
so far.The good:- The Thematic Dictionary lists the Farsi text as well as transliterated pronunciations in English rather 
than a crazy linguistic phonics system that's about as complicated as the Farsi alphabet itself. It's amazing how difficult 
that is to find. Personally, I like to guess on the pronunciation, but also to check and see if I'm right. This book lets me 
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confirm or correct as needed.- It lists the stems of irregular verbs right next to the verb itself.- It does list synonyms (in 
English) and slang.The first two I would call invaluable for anyone looking to learn Farsi. As all things do, however, it 
does have its flaws:- Everything's listed alphabetically by the Farsi alphabet, so the index of English words is a must. It 
gets annoying quickly when you're looking up more than a few words at once. It's still worth it, and (for me, at least) 
it's incentive to remember the vocab you're looking up.- Trying to look up a word in Farsi when you don't know what 
it means is pretty much impossible with this book, since you'd both have to know what category it falls into and hope 
it's the same as the word listed, since synonyms are of course an issue. So if you're serious about learning the 
language, you do need a regular dictionary as well.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Giving credit 
where it is dueBy C. FieldI cannot recommend this dictionary enough. It is simply fabulous in the breadth of material 
covered, conveniently arranged into well thought out, VERY comprehensive, long lists of related items. Gone are the 
days of digging through a normal Persian dictionary looking up political words like "politician", "senate", "judge", 
"election", all the while flipping back and forth through the entire book trying to find just those four words. Now they 
will all be under one subject heading; those and many more like them. Turner did a great job with the index as well 
which I'm always using to find words floating around in my head. It is extremely easy to locate the word I want, all the 
BS has been cut out to streamline the ability to get information wanted quickly! Turner clearly put a lot of time and 
thinking into making this because seldom do I not find an obscure word that I'm looking for. Yes it is a little pricey, 
but the little extra you spend=a lot less frustration and anxiety trying to find the entries you want. The cherry on top is 
the sleek feel of the book itself, a nice smooth texture and sturdy binding totally indulge the book fetish side of me.0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Review on the Thematic Persian VocabularyBy A. TimeaDear .com 
Users!I would like to share my opinion on the Thematic Dictionary of Modern Persian. I live Budapest, in the heart of 
Europe and I like learning languages. I can speak English, Spanish, and French and Persian as well. This Dictionary 
written by Colin Turner is a great book, I like it a lot. When I saw it for the first on .com, I could not decide whether to 
buy it or not as I had not seen it before and I did not know anything about it. As I am a language teacher, I can see 
which books, dictionaries are really valuable. I saw some "bad" reviews on this book, so I decided not to buy it. But as 
I needed a Thematic Dictionary, I have changed my mind and I have bought it. It was a great idea and .com was the 
best companion for me in the selling, delivery process, so I am totally satisfied with my purchase! If somebody would 
like to deepen his or her knowledge of Persian, this book will be very very very very helpful! I grant it. Its paper is 
made of fine paper material, it is also very valuable and the book itself is also very nice, I mean the quality, the 
quantity of the words (the content is perfect, everybody can learn from it a lot).To summarize it shortly: THIS BOOK 
IS PERFECT FOR LANGUAGE LEARNERS! Not just a list of words!!!BR. T.

Now available in paperback, A Thematic Dictionary of Modern Persian is a reference work unique in the history of 
English-Persian lexicography. It offers a considerably extended guide to modern everyday Persian vocabulary, 
arranged by theme. With approximately 25,000 Persian headwords in over seventy themed sections, it covers every 
conceivable vocabulary need: from everyday topics such as food or the weather, to more in-depth topics such as 
astronomy, psychology or international relations. Supplementary wordlists cover verbs, adjectives and parts of speech, 
while a special section on Persian simple and compound verbs will appeal to all learners of Persian. An easy-to-use 
index of English words, with over 20,000 items of vocabulary, completes the work and gives it the look and feel of a 
regular two-way bilingual dictionary. Invaluable for vocabulary building, essay-writing and specialised translation, A 
Thematic Dictionary of Modern Persian caters for all your Persian language needs in one volume, and is designed to 
make word learning a pleasure rather than a chore.

"[A]n impressive achievement and a good practical resource for students and tourists alike." - Journal of Shi'a Islamic 
Studies, Winter 2012 Vol. V No. 1About the AuthorColin Turner is a Reader in Islamic Thought at the University of 
Durham,UK. His main research areas include Islamic theology and philosophy;Sufism; Shi'ism; The Qur'an and 
Qur'anic exegesis;Persian language and literature. Some of his previous publications areIslam: The Basics (2005) and 
The Koran (2004), also published byRoutledge. 


