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James M. Donovan, H. Edwin Anderson III : Anthropology and Law  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Anthropology and Law: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Essential reading for lawyers and social scientists.By William O. 
BeemanAnthropology and Law are natural career partners. Many anthropology Ph.Ds also have law degrees. Both 
anthropology and law study the rules society makes for itself and the procedures through which disputes are settled 
and miscreants are punished. Law is a social and cultural code that can be profitably studied as a manifestation of any 
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given society. These excellent essays explore the many facets of the intersection of anthropology and law and will be 
valuable for social scientists and lawyers everywhere at every level of study and professional life. The essays are 
highly readable and tremendously informative.

The relationship between Law and Anthropology can be considered as having been particularly intimate. In this book 
the authors defend their assertion that the two fields co-exist in a condition of "balanced reciprocity" wherein each 
makes important contributions to the successful practice and theory of the other. Anthropology, for example, offers a 
cross-culturally validated generic concept of "law," and clarifies other important legal concepts such as "religion" and 
"human rights." Law similarly illuminates key anthropological ideas such as the "social contract," and provides a 
uniquely valuable access point for the analysis of sociocultural systems. Legal practice renders a further important 
benefit to anthropology when it validates anthropological knowledge through the use of anthropologists as expert 
witnesses in the courtroom and the introduction of the "culture defense" against criminal charges. Although the actual 
relationship between anthropology and law today falls short of this idealized state of balanced reciprocity, the authors 
include historical and other data suggesting that that level of intimate cooperation draws ever closer.

"The book contains many interesting observations and some useful insights and is most useful in some of the 
discussions of case material, especially of the history of case law on religion and cultural defense."Focaal "...insightful 
and interesting...One hopes that the practical approach to how practitioners in anthropology and law can better connect 
with one another, as well as how both fields can connect with the rest of the (non-anthropological and non-legal) real 
world, is here to stay through Donovan and Anderson's insightful work."PoLAR "...the book has much to offer to 
anthropologists....the authors present historical and other data suggesting that cooperation is increasing....the positive 
tone of the book certainly encourages more productive collaboration, and both disciplines would profit from attending 
to the directions offered herein...The volume effectively focuses attention on the intimate relationship between 
anthropology and law, and provides thought-provoking insights regarding their interdependence. A selected 
bibliography and useful index are presented in formats familiar to anthropologists."Anthropos "..I much appreciate the 
practical approach this book takes toward collaboration between anthropology and law in practice...One hopes [that it] 
is here to stay through Donovan and Anderson's insightful work."PoLAR (The Political and Legal Anthropology ) 
"The book has many positive features. The style is highly accessible and eminently readable. Written for audiences 
that will often be somewhat or entirely uninformed of at least one of the two disciplines under discussion, the book 
steers clear of technical jargon from either discipline. This renders it highly suitable for textbook purposes, especially 
for introductory courses. This is further strengthened by the excellent way in which the authors manage to provide 
many interesting illustrations and case studies to support their arguments." Journal of Legal Pluralism and Unofficial 
LawAbout the Author James M. Donovan received his anthropology doctorate from Tulane University. He also has 
degrees in Greek and Latin and Philosophy. He is Reference/Public Services Librarian at the University of Georgia 
School of Law Library. H. Edwin Anderson III is an attorney practicing with a shipping company in Leer, Germany. 
He has a graduate degree in Latin American Studies from Tulane University and degrees in law from Tulane Law 
School, University of Bristol and University of Cape Town. He holds an appointment as Adjunct to the Tulane Law 
School where he teaches a course in shipping law. 


