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Richard D. Rieke, Malcolm O. Sillars, Tarla Rai Peterson : Argumentation and Critical Decision Making (8th 
Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Argumentation and Critical Decision Making (8th Edition): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. What a wonderful class on building your confidenceBy Kindle 
CustomerTook a class at the University of Louisville and it was actually an on line class so I was skeptical how we 
were going to manage the skill of argumentation with no one sitting beside you in your home. I adored the professor 
and I was honestly challenged every single day. What a wonderful class on building your confidence, your inner self 
and being able to focus and organize your thoughts in a productive and beneficial way. I would suggest this class for 
anyone who will be handling the public or some facet of the public as we all face conflicts ever minute of every day. I 
had rented the book and took so many valuable notes on the sides of pages there is no way that I would part with this 
treasure chest. Good luck!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The very best book on argumentationBy 
Thomas E. SandidgeI've read both the sixth and seventh edition. The authors successfully improve their presentation 
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without just adding "new" material. I liked the sixth edition so much that I was super critical of the seventh until about 
half way, then I realized that the authors' revision and re-presentation was superior. I'm particularly pleased that it 
flows smoothly and does not suffer from the usual "text book" format and gimmicks.I'm particularly impressed by 
their "spheres of argumentation" and "audience centered" approach to the science of argumentation. At the end of each 
chapter is a single suggested exercise. I find this appropriate because most instructors will give their own exercises but 
someone reading the book on their own doesn't need to work through a lot of incremental or repetitive exercises (if 
they can bring themselves to do any of the lot) but instead can focus on one well chosen topic to think about and 
research if they are so inclined.I did find Chapter Three a bit puzzling. I believe the authors intended to demonstrate 
the techniques in their writing that they were discussing. For me that didn't work. Nonetheless, if you only read one 
book about argumentation, this is the one I recommend.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
CustomerEverything was great!

The first and most thoroughly developed audience-oriented argumentation text has been updated to its 8th edition: 
Argumentation and Critical Decision Making presents argumentation as a cooperative, communicative process. This 
text examines the general principles of argument in a rigorous yet readable manner and then applies those principles to 
different spheres of life law, science, religion, business, government, and politics to explore how conventions of 
argument change when applied to these real-world arenas. Focusing on the dynamics of decision making and using 
real-life examples to illustrate principles, Argumentation and Critical Decision Making aims to help readers develop 
practical argumentation skills within the world of their daily lives.


