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Studies): 

With the goal of showing the effect of domestic factors on the performance of poverty alleviation strategies in Latin 
America, Tracy Beck Fenwick explores the origins and rise of conditional cash transfer programs (CCTs) in the 
region, and then traces the politics and evolution of specific programs in Brazil and Argentina. Utilizing extensive 
field research and empirical analysis, Fenwick analyzes how federalism affects the ability of a national government to 
deliver CCTs. 

"This carefully crafted study offers us critical insights on how institutional design affects both governing elites and the 
poor. It deserves a broad audience among policy makers, academics, and activists." Nancy Bermeo, Nuffield Chair of 
Comparative Politics, University of Oxford 


