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Frank Hoffmann, Robert P Batchelor, Martin J Manning : Basketball in America: From the Playgrounds to 
Jordan's Game and Beyond (Contemporary Sports Issues)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Basketball in America: From the Playgrounds to Jordan's Game and Beyond 
(Contemporary Sports Issues): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. great book.By george c. luckettethis book gives strong support from 
neighborhood playgrounds to the hardwood of the n.b.a. we will never know how many superstars there really was on 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0789016133


those courts, but everybody that played the game made it easier for the next generation...great book...0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Dianne PlummerGift

Examine the social and cultural impact of basketball on America at the amateur and professional levels!Basketball in 
America: From the Playgrounds to Jordans Game and Beyond is a pioneering analysis of the history of basketball and 
its effect on popular culture from the 1970s to today. The popularity of basketball is undeniable, and the subject allows 
for such a broad range of interpretations in popular culture. It cuts across economic, racial, and social boundaries, and 
its major stars cross over into other forms of popular entertainment more than any other professional sport. This book 
examines the entire scope of modern basketball history, from the playgrounds, where people first learn the 
fundamentals, to the college and professional levels. Basketball in America is a collection of essays that explores the 
intersection of basketball and popular culture in America. The contributors are an eclectic mix of writers, scholars, 
journalists, former players, coaches, and sports enthusiasts who all share an undying love for the game of basketball. 
The authors analyze the sport from a cross-cultural and historical perspectivedigging deep into the profound popular 
cultural influences of basketball and exploring the scope and depth of its influence. This is the first book that examines 
the social and cultural impact of basketball on American society to reveal how tightly it is woven into Americas 
cultural fabric. Also included are photographs and tables to enhance your understanding of the material.Topics 
covered in Basketball in America include: Elgin Baylorthe first modern basketball player Chocolate Thunder and 
Short Shorts: The NBA in the 1970s Dr. J, Bird, Magic, Jordan, and the Bad Boys: The NBA in the 1980s The Jordan 
Era: The NBA in the 1990s LeBron James and the future of the NBA the Nike brand and popular culture lessons 
learned from legendary UNC coach Dean Smith professional womens basketball and much more! Basketball in 
America is a comprehensive analysis that will appeal to anyone interested in understanding how the sport has become 
an integral part of our national culture. It is an insightful read for sports fans as well as for sports historians. In 
addition, this book can be used as a textbook in sports history or sociology of sports classes. It will entertain and 
inform those who treasure basketball and the role it plays in the American consciousness. Make it part of your 
collection today!

"Contains fine writing by some of America's best basketball writers and historians." -- Robert Bradley, President, 
Association for Professional Basketball Research; Author of The Compendium of Professional Basketball; Contributor 
to Total Basketball: The Ultimate Basketball Encyclopedia"FASCINATING. . . . 'MUST READING' for anyone 
interested in the interconnection between basketball and popular culture." -- David K. Wiggins, PhD, Professor and 
Director, School of Recreation, Health, and Tourism (RHT), George Mason University 


