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Simon Jackman : Bayesian Analysisfor the Social Sciences before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Bayesian Analysisfor the Social Sciences:

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. The best book in Bayesian StatisticsBy RudyThisis one of the most
intuitive of all books in statistics and mathematical writing. Jackman shows how books in Bayesian statistics should be
written: clearly, succinctly and with thorough mathematical clarity! The diagrams on prior and posterior graphs are


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0470011548

just the ones needed to get an intuitive sense of the Bayes theorem.15 of 15 people found the following review helpful.
Instructional guide to acomplex topicBy Joel Cadwelll found this book to be very helpful. Jackman takes histime to
explain MCMC, slowly and comprehensively. He divides Monte Carlo and Markov chainsinto two separate chapters.
Then, he combines the techniques and shows how to run JAGS from R to obtain summaries and estimates. Itis
especially helpful that he includes a number of examples, which he explainsin great detail (including line-by-line
discussion of the R code). Finally, the book concludes with three chapters of useful applications. Although hierarchical
models are covered by other texts (e.g., Gelman and Hill, 2007), Jackman's chapter is well worth reading as he
systematically introduces the model and shows how to run the programsin R. This applications section ends with the
clearest explanation of Bayesian measurement models that | have seen. (Y ou should also visit Jackman's website
where he has code and materials for a course he teaches using this text.)l would highly recommend this book for
anyone with a social science background looking for a comprehensive introduction to Bayesian inference and the R
packages needed to run the analysis.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful ExamplesBy
SparseCodingFanThis book makes difficult concepts accessible through lucid discussion and concrete examples. The
examples make it easy to apply the techniques to ones own problems.

Bayesian methods are increasingly being used in the social sciences, as the problems encountered lend themselves so
naturally to the subjective qualities of Bayesian methodology. This book provides an accessible introduction to
Bayesian methods, tailored specifically for social science students. It contains |ots of real examples from political
science, psychology, sociology, and economics, exercisesin all chapters, and detailed descriptions of al the key
concepts, without assuming any background in statistics beyond afirst course. It features examples of how to
implement the methods using WinBUGS the most-widely used Bayesian analysis software in the world and R an open-
source statistical software. The book is supported by a Website featuring WinBUGS and R code, and data sets.

Thisisacomprehensive text on applied Bayesian statistics. Though it is primarily aimed at social scientists with
strong computational and statistical backgrounds, its scope should appeal to awider readership. | recommend it to
anybody interested in actually applying Bayesian methods. (Significance, 1 June 2010) "Asin many texts, each
chapter ends with a collection of exercises which would make this text suitable for teaching a one-semester coursein
Bayesian methods with applications in the social sciences. . . with this small caveat, | was impressed with the text and
believe it would be aworthy candidate for afirst Bayesian courses that gives the student a balanced view of the theory
and practice of Bayesian thinking." (The American Statistician, 1 February 2011)From the Back CoverBayesian
Analysisfor the Social Sciences provides a thorough yet accessible treatment of Bayesian statistical inference in social
science settings. Thefirst part of thisbook presents the foundations of Bayesian inference, viasimple inferential
problemsin the social sciences: proportions, cross-tabulations, counts, means and regression analysis. A review of
modern, simulation-based inference is presented with a detailed examination of the suite of computational tools
(Markov chain Monte Carlo algorithms) that underlie the Bayesian revolution in contemporary statistics. Furthermore,
the book introduces the general purpose Bayesian computer programs BUGS and JAGS aong with numerous
examples, and a detailed consideration of the art of using these programs in real-world settings. The second half of the
book focuses on intermediate to advanced applicationsin the social sciences, including hierarchical or multi-level
models, models for discrete responses (binary, ordinal, and multinomial data), measurement models (factor analysis,
item-response models, dynamic linear models), and mixture models, along with models that are interesting hybrids of
these models. Each model is accompanied by worked examples using BUGS/JAGS, using data from political science,
sociology, psychology, education, communications, economics and anthropology. Each chapter is accompanied with
exercises to further the students' understanding of Bayesian methods and applications. Extensive appendices provide
important technical background and proofs of key theoretical propositions. This book presents a forceful argument for
the philosophical and practical utility of the Bayesian approach in many social science settings. Graduate and
postgraduate students in such fields as political science, sociology, psychology, communications, education, and
economics and statisticians will find much value in this book.



