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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. good textbookBy DavisGood textbook0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Would revisitBy JudyAlmost in new consition! Highly recommend.3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. The Fight Back From SlaveryBy S WoodThe focus of Adam Faircloughs book, as is evident 
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from the title "Better Day Coming", is on black efforts at fighting for full citizenship within American society. Things 
had become extremely bleak for them after the radical Republicans (it was not an oxymoron in the 1860's and 70's) 
efforts at Reconstruction were defeated, and blacks lost their vote and representatives, land and legal equality. Any 
attempts at seeking re-dress were brutally put down by Southern Democrats and the Klu Klux Klan. Faircloughs 
narrative takes the reader from those bleak times through the variety of accommodations and rebellions, dead-ends and 
progress, that make up the black experience in America up to the end of the twentieth century.A good deal of this 
history is focussed on the personalities that stood out in black history, from militants such as the forthright campaigner 
against lynching Ida B. Wells at one end of the spectrum, to the black Americans Samuel Smiles - Booker T. 
Washington, with many others including Malcolm X, Marcus Garvey and Martin Luther King. Fairclough doesn't 
ignore some of the movements (the communist party, the NAACP, the Black Panthers, etc) or events (the civil rights 
movement, the legal battles, the battle for integration, etc). In short he captures a good deal of the black Americans 
twentieth century experience and struggle for equality.If there is a shortcoming in the book it is Fairclough can be on 
occasions a little wishy-washy in his narrative. Sometimes in his efforts to achieve "balance" he appears a little lame, 
merely repeating both sides of the argument without making a judgement, or calculating the costs and benefits of 
actions on the struggle for black equality. In contrast with the events he describes, Fairclough seems to be always on 
the look out for a silver lining, for the American system, if not for the blacks themselves. As an example consider this 
quote with regards to the Great Depression - "President Roosevelts vigorous leadership and evident sympathy for the 
"forgotten Americans" deepened the interest of everyone in politics." Did it really? Or was it the catastrophic 
economic depression, and the failure of the established political classes, year after year, to find a solution that caused 
an upsurge in Americans interest in politics? In another case he describes how Martin Luther King bowed to pressure 
from the Kennedy administration and dismissed two of his advisors and fellow activists who had a communist 
background, and then without qualification adds, "yet King was nobodies puppet."Those shortcomings aside, 
Faircloughs "Better Day Coming" is an interesting narrative of the black struggle for equality in the twentieth century. 
His opinion may on occasions be questionable, but he does provide a full enough account in the text for the readers to 
ask meaningful questions of their own, and on that basis it is well worth reading. For anyone who is interested in the 
period of Reconstruction that immediately precedes the events described in this book, one could do no better than Eric 
Foners magnificent Reconstruction.

From the end of postwar Reconstruction in the South to an analysis of the rise and fall of Black Power, acclaimed 
historian Adam Fairclough presents a straightforward synthesis of the century-long struggle of black Americans to 
achieve civil rights and equality in the United States. Beginning with Ida B. Wells and the campaign against lynching 
in the 1890s, Fairclough chronicles the tradition of protest that led to the formation of the NAACP, Booker T. 
Washington and the strategy of accommodation, Marcus Garvey and the push for black nationalism, through to Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s and beyond. Throughout, Fairclough presents a 
judicious interpretation of historical events that balances the achievements of the Civil Rights Movement against the 
persistence of racial and economic inequalities.

From Publishers WeeklyFairclough (To Redeem the Soul of America; Martin Luther King, Jr.), who teaches American 
history at the University of East Anglia, aims to present "an interpretation of the black struggle for equality in the 
United States between 1890 and 2000, concentrating on the South." The first half of the book covers 1890 to 1919, 
with sketches of such individuals as Ida B. Wells, Booker T. Washington, W.E.B. Du Bois and Marcus Garvey. 
Quickly reviewing major events (e.g., the Great Migration, the Scottsboro affair), Fairclough guides readers through 
the 1910s, '20s and '30s, examining the failure of Garvey's black nationalism and recognizing the role of the 
Communist Party in fighting racism. After that, the book addresses a mlange of topics: education, employment, World 
War II, anti-communism, Brown v. Board of Education, the Montgomery bus boycott, the sit-ins, the 1965 Los 
Angeles riots and the Poor People's Campaign. He also analyzes the leadership of Martin Luther King Jr., and the 
effects of the Black Power movement on the struggle for black civil rights. The final chapter, despite the subtitle's 
promise, skims over the remaining decades of the century. An easy read that relies heavily on secondary sources, this 
work may disappoint serious students of African-American history with its cursory treatment of some material. Still, 
Fairclough's approach will probably suit his intended audience, "the general reader... who may have little or no 
knowledge about the history of race relations since the American Civil War." Copyright 2001 Cahners Business 
Information, Inc.From Library JournalFairclough (To Redeem the Soul of America), who teaches American history at 
the University of East Anglia (U.K.), has written an overview of the American civil rights movement from the turn of 
the 19th century to the present. Intended specifically for the general reader, the book covers the major aspects of the 
black struggle for equality, although it slights the Harlem Renaissance and devotes only one brief chapter to the period 
since 1968. The author argues that this struggle featured conflict and interplay among three models of action-
accommodation, confrontation, and separatism. Although it adds little to what experts in the field already know, this 
well-written work is a fine general introduction to the topic. Recommended especially for public libraries. A.O. 



Edmonds, Ball State Univ., Muncie, IN Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistFairclough, a 
history professor in England, offers an excellent overview of the historical events that built the modern civil rights 
movement in the U.S., from the post-Reconstruction era to the present. He starts with the antilynching campaign of Ida 
B. Wells and then explores the often examined struggle for national leadership between the accommodationist Booker 
T. Washington and the integrationist W. E. B. DuBois. Fairclough offers insights into Washington's controversial but 
effective strategic position. He explores the establishment of the NAACP and the cultural disruption over segregation 
in the South when the NAACP mounted legal challenges to legalized white supremacy prior to and during World War 
II. The author traces the conflicts between violent and nonviolent strategies during the 1960s, when a new breed of 
Black Power advocates evolved from the movement made famous by pacifist Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Fairclough 
includes the lesser-known players in the civil rights struggle, from the black women's clubs that supported the 
movement to the Communist Party's role in the Scottsboro case that integrated street activism with litigation. Vernon 
FordCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved 


