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Ernest Hairston, Linwood Smith : Black and Deaf in America  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Black and Deaf in America: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Thumbs upBy Niyah DarkExactly what I had expected from the 
description given and it was a GREAT read ::D6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful book by a 
great man!By TishaThis is a wonderful book wirtten by Linwood Smith who was taken from this Earth way too soon. 
A brilliant scholar, social activist, and writer! Great book with surprising histories told! I highly recommend it for 
classes that are exploring deaf culture and African American deaf culture.6 of 6 people found the following review 
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helpful. Black and Deaf in AmericanBy jackie BruceI enjoyed the book. I have never any book that discussed the 
history of Black Deaf people. A great book if you want to begin with the history of some black deaf people.

From the Foreword of this 91 page book: "Being both Black and deaf is in many ways a 'double whammy' because of 
society's abrogation of each of these two minorities. When the conditions of Blackness and deafness are combined in 
one person, the individual effects of prejudice, discrimination, and negative self-image are compounded exponentially. 
For example, a disproportionate percent of Black deaf youth are educated in urban schools where the programs are 
often unbelievably bad. In many of these schools, the Black child is mainstreamed with few, if any, supportive 
services, or else he is placed in classes with retarded children or those having other disabilities totally unrelated to his 
own. The results are devastating. The ramifications of deafness, the lack of sufficient Black role models, and the 
overall racial situation in the schools deprive Black deaf youth of the strong sense of racial pride many normally 
hearing Black youth have. This, added to the educational deprivation and the communication difficulties which are 
inheritance in deafness, leaves the problems of Black deaf people desperately in need of the attention Mr. Hairston's 
and Mr. Smith's book gives them. Both authors are Black and deaf themselves and know intimately of the experiences 
and needs of which they write. In the pages which follow, they unfold a story large in human terms, if small relative to 
the numbers of the people involved."


