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Michael A. Gomez : Black Crescent: The Experience and Legacy of African Muslims in the Americas  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Black Crescent: The 
Experience and Legacy of African Muslims in the Americas: 

1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Among the many great books (2005) on the indigenous people of 
AmexemBy ZANZIBARProf. Gomez has an astute way of presenting a vast amount of information in a composite 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521600790


that flows from prologue to epilogue. Very informative. I would not entirely agree on all his assumptions regarding 
Noble Drew Ali and his teachings, Drew did not advocate hate vs any people of the earth but taught the Moors to 
"Love instead of hate", and to be proud of self and one's nationality and identity, putting no one above God, family, 
and self, however I would highly recommend this book along with "The Huevolution of Sacred Muur Science Past and 
Present" by Noble Timothy Myers-El6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Very detailed readBy Ahmed 
MahmoodThis is one of the best books on the topic I've read. You don't find alot of books that detail the history of 
Muslims in the Western Hemisphere. This book details the role Muslims played in history as they were brought to 
North, Central, and South America as slaves. The proud culture they fought to retain. The book also chronicles the rise 
of African American movements that eventually lead to the revival of Orthodox Islam in North America around the 
latter part of the 20th century. Michael A. Gomez does an improbable task of doing research on a topic not covered by 
most historians and uses historical contexts and clues to make educated theories where the trail of research suddenly 
runs cold. This is a must read for anyone interested in US and African American History.0 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Black Crescent: The maybe experience and anecdotal legacy of people who could have 
perhaps maybe(?) have been Muslims, I thinkBy SkyAs much as I wanted to love Michael Gomez's Black Crescent, I 
could not. Gomez is quite the scholar, a tenured professor at NYU which is probably the reason why he was allowed to 
publish such anecdotal, baseless scholarship. The book is supposed to be about African Muslims in early to more 
modern American history, when in fact it is about people who may have been Muslim, or those who had Muslim 
names, or people who prayed alone (and therefore according to Gomez were probably Muslim), or those who chose 
not to pray at all (again, that somehow proves or suggests their religious beliefs). It seems that Gomez was so caught 
up in his goal to show religious continuity starting from early peoples brought to the Americas as slaves (from 
probably Islamically-influenced countries, i.e. Senegambia) to the black Islamic movements of people such as 
Malcolm X, that he never stopped to wonder if any of it was based in fact.If we remove all of the religious speculation, 
the book is a fairly interesting collection of newspaper clippings, slave listings, land records, personal letters, 
interviews, etc. that offers a look into cultural appropriation and (dis)integration, and a fantastic look at the struggle for 
self-identification. But it is certainly a misnomer.

Beginning with Latin America in the fifteenth century, this book comprises a social history of the experiences of 
African Muslims and their descendants throughout the Americas, including the Caribbean. The years under slavery are 
examined, as well as the post-slavery period. The study also analyzes Muslim revolts in Brazil--especially in 1835. 
The second part of the book traces the emergence of Islam among U.S. African descendants in the twentieth century, 
featuring chapters on Noble Drew Ali, Elijah Muhammad, and Malcolm X to explain how orthodoxy arose from 
varied unorthodox roots. Currently Professor of History and Middle Eastern Studies at NYU, Michael Gomez has 
research interests that include Islam in West Africa, the African diaspora and African culture in North America. He 
has been involved with the launching of a new academic organization, the Association for the Study of the Worldwide 
African Diaspora (ASWAD), and has published widely in the field.

"This sprawling and richly detailed study...may well become a classic in the field of African diasporic 
studies...Essential." -CHOICE, P. Harvey, University of Colorado at Colorado SpringsAbout the AuthorMichael A. 
Gomez is Professor of History at New York University. He is the author of Pragmatism in the Age of Jihad: The 
Precolonial State of Bundu (Cambridge University Press, 1992) and Exchanging our Country Marks: The 
Transformation of African Identities in the Colonial and Antebellum South (1998). His research, teaching interests, 
and publications include the African diaspora, Islam, and West African history. He currently serves as director of the 
Association for the Study of the Worldwide African Diaspora. 


