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Soyica Diggs Colbert : Black Movements: Performance and Cultural Politics  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Black Movements: Performance and Cultural Politics: 

Black Movements analyzes how artists and activists of recent decades reference earlier freedom movements in order to 
imagine and produce a more expansive and inclusive democracy. The postJim Crow, postapartheid, postcolonial era 
has ushered in a purportedly color blind society and along with it an assault on race-based forms of knowledge 
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production and coalition formation. Soyica Diggs Colbert argues that in the late twentieth century race went 
underground, and by the twenty-first century race no longer functioned as an explicit marker of second-class 
citizenship. The subterranean nature of race manifests itself in discussions of the Trayvon Martin shooting that focus 
on his hoodie, an object of clothing that anyone can choose to wear, rather than focusing on structural racism; in 
discussions of the epidemic proportions of incarcerated black and brown people that highlight the individuals poor 
decision making rather than the criminalization of blackness; in evaluations of black independence struggles in the 
Caribbean and Africa that allege these movements have accomplished little more than creating a black ruling class that 
mirrors the politics of its former white counterpart. Black Movements intervenes in these discussions by highlighting 
the ways in which artists draw from the past to create coherence about blackness in present and future worlds. Through 
an exploration of the way that black movements create circuits connecting people across space and time, Black 
Movements offers important interventions into performance, literary, diaspora, and African American studies.

"Colbert engages with cultural narratives that cross disciplinary boundaries;Black Movements will influence the field 
because it offers a unique way to think about processes and products of black artistic thought." 


