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Edward E. Curtis IV : Black Muslim Religion in the Nation of Islam, 1960-1975  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Black Muslim Religion in the Nation of Islam, 1960-
1975: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. black muslim religionBy george c. luckettegood book though not 
what i expected, details would be great for scholars, i would not recommend this book for the everyday reader...your 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0807857718


service was great and i am sharing this with others who share my interest...peace1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Great BookBy Alsamad R. CaldwellMy Father is in the book.....Great Book....Real History..I 
remember all of this. It was my childhood.Tough times in America.Can't say enough...3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. A Respectful and Engaging ReadBy France KassingWhat a pleasure it was to read a 
respectful, insightful, and scholarly book on a religion which was and is quite misunderstood by so many. From the 
testimonials gathered in the course of this research, to the observations shared by the author who is a highly acclaimed 
theological scholar, Black Muslim Religion in the Nation of Islam, 1960-1975, reads like an engaging documentary. 
You are left in awe of the accomplishments led by one small soft-spoken man, The Messenger Elijah Muhammad. 
This is a great opportunity to leave the headlines behind and read with an open mind.Though I am not a believer, I 
appreciate how empowering the practices have been and continue to be for many.If you are a follower of religion and 
its effect on society, or simply curious about this era, Black Muslims will give you a reason to reflect and a respect for 
people who overcame incredible odds to form a different and very empowering way of life

Elijah Muhammad's Nation of Islam came to America's attention in the 1960s and 1970s as a radical separatist African 
American social and political group. But the movement was also a religious one. Edward E. Curtis IV offers the first 
comprehensive examination of the rituals, ethics, theologies, and religious narratives of the Nation of Islam, showing 
how the movement combined elements of Afro-Eurasian Islamic traditions with African American traditions to create 
a new form of Islamic faith.Considering everything from bean pies to religious cartoons, clothing styles to prayer 
rituals, Curtis explains how the practice of Islam in the movement included the disciplining and purifying of the black 
body, the reorientation of African American historical consciousness toward the Muslim world, an engagement with 
both mainstream Islamic texts and the prophecies of Elijah Muhammad, and the development of a holistic approach to 
political, religious, and social liberation. Curtis's analysis pushes beyond essentialist ideas about what it means to be 
Muslim and offers a view of the importance of local processes in identity formation and the appropriation of Islamic 
traditions.

"This is a groundbreaking and excellent study of the religious life of the Nation of Islam." --American Historical 
"What Curtis shows masterfully is . . . a balanced view of the lived religion of Nation of Islam adherents."--Religion in 
American History"An important contribution to the scholarship of a part of the first phase of the Nation of Islam's 
history."--CHOICE"Provides heretofore unexplored discourse on how Black Muslims perceived, understood, and 
validated their practice of religion and connected it to traditional Islam between 1960 and 1975."--Journal of the 
American Academy of Religion"No academic writer has engaged the complexities of the Nation of Islamas Edward E. 
Curtis IV has done in this book, which exceeds older studies dating from the 1960s." --Journal of American 
History"...a wonderful introduction to the diversity of practice with the Nation of Islam as well as the movement's 
engagement with Islam, Christianity, and larger culture." --Kelly Baker, Religion in American History"This text is a 
'must-read' for those interested in religion in America, black studies, Islam in America, and the Nation of Islam."--The 
Journal of Religion"A fresh, new perspective on the Nation of Islam (NOI) by adopting a religious-studies approach 
that focuses specfically on religious ritual, ethics, doctrine, and narrative. . . . An important book and it should become 
a standard text on this small but hotly debated religious movement." Michigan Historical "This is a groundbreaking 
and excellent study of the religious life of the Nation of Islam.--American Historical Provides heretofore unexplored 
discourse on how Black Muslims perceived, understood, and validated their practice of religion and connected it to 
traditional Islam between 1960 and 1975.---Journal of the American Academy of ReligionFair minded and thought 
provoking, this study provides easy-to-digest encapsulations of the Nation of Islam's history and teachings. It is a first-
rate book with contemporary, transnational, and geopolitical relevance.--William L. Van Deburg, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison A 'must-read' for those interested in religion in America, black studies, Islam in America, and the 
Nation of Islam.--Journal of American HistoryAn important contribution to the scholarship of a part of the first phase 
of the Nation of Islam's history.--CHOICEA fresh, new perspective on the Nation of Islam (NOI) by adopting a 
religious-studies approach that focuses specfically on religious ritual, ethics, doctrine, and narrative. . . . An important 
book and it should become a standard text on this small but hotly debated religious movement.--Michigan Historical 
Curtis makes a valuable addition to the scholarship on the Nation of Islam and to African American religious history 
more generally. This book is well written and well researched, and makes a careful and fully convincing argument that 
ordinary members of the Nation of Islam experienced their participation in the Nation as a religious activity, and not 
only a political or ideological engagement.--Melani McAlister, George Washington University From the Inside 
FlapElijah Muhammad's Nation of Islam came to America's attention in the 1960s and 1970s as a radical separatist 
African American social and political group. But the movement was also a religious one. Curtis offers the first 
comprehensive examination of the Nation of Islam's rituals, ethics, theologies, and religious narratives, showing how 
the movement combined elements of Afro-Eurasian Islamic traditions with African American traditions to create a 
new form of Islamic faith. Curtis's analysis pushes beyond essentialist ideas about what it means to be Muslim and 



promotes a view of the importance of local processes in identity formation and appropriations of Islamic traditions. 


