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Patrick Phillips : Blood at the Root: A Racial Cleansing in America  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Blood at the Root: A Racial Cleansing in America: 

56 of 58 people found the following review helpful. A forgotten history that was difficult to faceBy Adam 
HoustonBlood at the Root is a challenging and important book. As a resident of Forsyth Country, the history related in 
the book was at times very difficult to face, but it's a story that needs to be told. Growing up here I always thought the 
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stories about the past were more like a racist version of Keyser Sze, but Phillips strips away the ghost stories and puts 
you face to face with the actual lives that were lived and lost in 1912. Over the last 100 years time and politicians have 
worked to smooth out the truth and Im glad Phillips did the hard work of unearthing the past and making us face what 
really happened.9 of 10 people found the following review helpful. What you didn't know about the History of the 
South and RaceBy Gail ChurchillI've lived in west GA, Coweta County, most all my life. I first heard the saying that a 
black person shouldn't be in Forsyth County after dark until the late 70's. I was in my late 20's. Now I understand. This 
is a great book. I got up in the middle of the night to read it. It puts fiction to shame. I read this on the heels of The 
Lynching. I was reading Blood at the Root while people were demonstrating in Atlanta, attempting to walk on the 
downtown connector at night. I can't say enough about how good this is. I highly recommend it.2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Gripping TruthBy CustomerHistory is often painful and therefore not a "comfortable" 
read....however, there is a need sometimes for us to read about the past in the hopes that we never allow this to happen 
again in the future. I knew this would be a sad tale....a moving account of what life was like in a part of the United 
States that I am unfamiliar with. I couldn't get much work at home completed, because this book demanded that I 
continue the story to its conclusion. I love the human race and am ashamed that this happened....I highly recommend 
this book.

A gripping tale of racial cleansing in Forsyth County, Georgia, and a harrowing testament to the deep roots of racial 
violence in America.Forsyth County, Georgia, at the turn of the twentieth century was home to a large African 
American community that included ministers and teachers, farmers and field hands, tradesmen, servants, and children. 
Many black residents were poor sharecroppers, but others owned their own farms and the land on which theyd 
founded the countys thriving black churches.But then in September of 1912, three young black laborers were accused 
of raping and murdering a white girl. One man was dragged from a jail cell and lynched on the town square, two 
teenagers were hung after a one-day trial, and soon bands of white night riders launched a coordinated campaign of 
arson and terror, driving all 1,098 black citizens out of the county. In the wake of the expulsions, whites harvested the 
crops and took over the livestock of their former neighbors, and quietly laid claim to abandoned land. The charred 
ruins of homes and churches disappeared into the weeds, until the people and places of black Forsyth were 
forgotten.National Book Award finalist Patrick Phillips tells Forsyths tragic story in vivid detail and traces its long 
history of racial violence all the way back to antebellum Georgia. Recalling his own childhood in the 1970s and 80s, 
Phillips sheds light on the communal crimes of his hometown and the violent means by which locals kept Forsyth all 
white well into the 1990s.Blood at the Root is a sweeping American tale that spans the Cherokee removals of the 
1830s, the hope and promise of Reconstruction, and the crushing injustice of Forsyths racial cleansing. With bold 
storytelling and lyrical prose, Phillips breaks a century-long silence and uncovers a history of racial terrorism that 
continues to shape America in the twenty-first century. 36 illustrations

Winner of a 2017 American Book Award 


