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Martyn Lyons : Books: A Living History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Books: A Living History: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. this is a easy, fastBy Nick and LaurenMarvelous, marvelous book! 
With deft prose and well-chosen pictures, Lyons goes through the history of the printed word. Starting with wedge 
marks on clay and going up to the digital Kindle, he sweeps the reader through the torrid history of books and reading. 
Divided into 5 sections, with smaller subheadings, this is a easy, fast, interesting read. It's on overview, not a 
comprehensive work, so it will leave you with the urge to go find out more about lots of people, places, event and 
ideas. Just my sort of book. Anyone who is a bibliophile will enjoy this wonderful volume.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Interesting look at books from the beginning to now-ish. ...By ARGInteresting look at books 
from the beginning to now-ish. Early entries discuss codex form and parchment as well as reading culture and literacy. 
This moves all the way to digital revolution circa 2010. In between there is a sampling of book types and authors that 
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encompasses the world not just Western culture. Really interesting.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A 
Slow Read but a good one stillBy Jane Parks-mckayI don't know why but I'm having a hard time getting through this 
book. I think it's beautifully done but it seems more academic than I thought. The author did a great job with the book, 
no doubt and it's beautifully layed out but for me, it's a slow read. I think I was looking more for a quicker read and it's 
probably more of a reference book. I'm glad I bought it though, it will be something I will use many times over the 
years.

This ambitious volume, newly available in paperback, explores the rich history of the book, one of the most efficient, 
influential and enduring technologies ever invented. For more than 2,500 years, the book, in a wide range of forms, 
has been used to document, to educate and to entertain. The eminent authority Martyn Lyons charts its worldwide 
evolution through the centuries, from the cuneiform tablets of ancient Sumer through the development of moveable 
type and the emergence of the modern information revolution. Among the carefully selected illustrations are Maya 
codices, Egyptian papyrus scrolls, medieval illuminated manuscripts, masterpieces of early printing from Gutenberg 
and Aldus Manutius, atlases from the great age of travel and exploration, primers and children's books, dime novels 
and Japanese manga, and works of fiction ranging from Don Quixote to Level 26 , the worlds first digi-novel, and 
beyond.

"In this sumptuously illustrated history of the book, Lyons covers a millennia of changes, from ancient Mesopotamian 
carvings to Gutenberg's innovations in printing, through the computer age and the advent of the Internet and e-
readers."Publishers Weekly 


