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Robin Wall Kimmerer : Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and the Teachings of 
Plants  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Braiding 
Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and the Teachings of Plants: 

107 of 107 people found the following review helpful. I can't recommend this book more highlyBy Katie 
SandstedtThis book changed my life. I have been a gardener most of my life, and have felt a connection to nature even 
as a city dweller. But reading this book has deepened my experience of the natural world into a much more spiritual 
level unlike any other book I have read previously. The science is fascinating and understandable; the wisdom is awe-
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inspiring. It is a book that I open and read whenever I need to plant my feet on the ground again. I can't recommend 
this book more highly.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. We gets me to thinking about circles and 
bringing people to a circle of love. we all need to wake up to what ...By Lorna A.I am so grateful for this book!! I have 
not heard it all yet; however, I will listen to it more than once. It is filled with ideas, science, and she braids all of her 
knowings together. It is very timely too as it gets people to thinking about our environment and exactly how precious 
it is. It gets us back to people and how precious we are. We gets me to thinking about circles and bringing people to a 
circle of love. we all need to wake up to what we have, which is more than enough!!!! I haven't finished it; however, I 
will listen to it more than once!!!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful, beautiful read!By 
smidget666This book was recommended to me by a friend and I loved it. Ms Kimmerer has a unique style of writing 
and her descriptions of the natural world and our relation to it (or lack thereof) is very moving. This is one of those 
books that you want to read slowly just because you don't want it to end. After reading this book, I gave it to my sister 
who will read it and send it to her friend who is a botanist. I plan to order another for myself ... this book is a keeper.

As a botanist and professor of plant ecology, Robin Wall Kimmerer has spent a career learning how to ask questions 
of nature using the tools of science. As a Potawatomi woman, she learned from elders, family, and history that the 
Potawatomi, as well as a majority of other cultures indigenous to this land, consider plants and animals to be our oldest 
teachers. In Braiding Sweetgrass, Kimmerer brings these two lenses of knowing together to reveal what it means to see 
humans as "the younger brothers of creation." As she explores these themes, she circles toward a central argument: 
The awakening of a wider ecological consciousness requires the acknowledgement and celebration of our reciprocal 
relationship with the world. Once we begin to listen for the languages of other beings, we can begin to understand the 
innumerable life-giving gifts the world provides us and learn to offer our thanks, our care, and our own gifts in return.

From Publishers WeeklyWith deep compassion and graceful prose, botanist and professor of plant ecology Kimmerer 
(Gathering Moss) encourages readers to consider the ways that our lives and language weave through the natural 
world. A mesmerizing storyteller, she shares legends from her Potawatomi ancestors to illustrate the culture of 
gratitude in which we all should live. In such a culture, Everyone knows that gifts will follow the circle of reciprocity 
and flow back to you again... The grass in the ring is trodden down in a path from gratitude to reciprocity. We dance in 
a circle, not in a line. Kimmerer recalls the ways that pecans became a symbol of abundance for her ancestors: Feeding 
guests around the big table recalls the trees' welcome to our ancestors when they were lonesome and tired and so far 
from home. She reminds readers that we are showered every day with gifts, but they are not meant for us to keep... 
Our work and our joy is to pass along the gift and to trust that what we put into the universe will always come back. 
(Oct.) "Robin Wall Kimmerer is writer of rare grace. She writes about the natural world from a place of such abundant 
passion that one can never quite see the world the same way after having seen it through Kimmerer's eyes. She is a 
great teacher, and her words are a hymn of love to the world." Elizabeth Gilbert, author of Eat, Pray, Love and The 
Signature of All Things 


