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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If You Read One Book Before The 2016 Olympics....By Julia 
K.Love the new material about Zika and Brazil's political crisis. A must read and a dizzying account, stuffed with 
facts, history, stories, and on the ground reporting.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
CustomerGreat! It was an idea for a gift and it was a good one!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Dancing, Just Not the SambaBy Ken C.Finishing this book has left me a bit confused. Is it left to a sports writer to 
investigate the corruption surrounding not only the World Cup and the 2016 Olympics in Brazil, but also the history of 
corruption in the country as well as the Zika virus? And who knew that The Nation had a sports writer?I do not know 
how versed the author was in Brazil before he visited in 2012. Had he ever been there? How often has he been there? 
At least twice, I gather from the book. Has he studied Brazilian history? When, where? Does he speak Portuguese? I 
am sounding picky, so I had better hurry to say that this is a good book. Dave Zirin does hit the nail(s) on the head and 
gets to the root of the problems and shows an admiration for everyday Brazilians and their country. The scandal of a 
government turning its back on its people, stealing from them, and forcibly undoing much of what the country has 
worked is astounding.Brazilians have been so misled and abused. Yet the status quo hardly seems interrupted despite 
the indictments of some powerful politicians. The Olympics were largely a success, so now what? The answer is not in 
this book, although one can draw many possibilities from it. I don't think the author was the best candidate to write 
about Brazil politics and corruption. But since authors are not rushing to do so, he did a darn fine job in their place.

"People think speaking truth to power is easy, but if it was easy everyone would do it. This book does it. . . . It speaks 
truth to the powers that be, from Brazil to the US to FIFA to the IOC. It hits you like an uppercut that rattles your brain 
and sets it straight. I cannot recommend this book highly enough."John Carlos, 1968 Olympic medalistThe people of 
Brazil celebrated when they learned that in the space of two years their country would host the world's two largest 
sporting events: the World Cup in 2014 and the Olympics in 2016. Now they are protesting in numbers the country 
hasn't seen in decades.Dave Zirin relies on fieldwork from the most dangerous corners of Rio to the halls of power in 
Washington, DC, exposing how sports and politics have collided in spectacular fashion. One of the Boston Globe's 
"Best Sports Books of 2014," this edition has been newly updated to assess the final tally of debt and displacement that 
accompanied the 2014 World Cup, eyewitness accounts of the militarized police crackdown, and new reporting on the 
pre-Olympic plans furthering immiseration in cities across Brazil.Dave Zirin is sports correspondent for the Nation 
magazine and the author of nine books on the intersection of sports and politics. Named one of UTNE Reader's "50 
Visionaries Who Are Changing Our World," Zirin is a frequent guest on MSNBC, ESPN, and Democracy Now! He 
also hosts his own weekly Sirius XM show, Edge of Sports Radio.

"Brother Dave Zirin is the finest, most important writer on sports and politics in America." Dr. Cornel West 


