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Michael Reid : Brazil: The Troubled Rise of a Global Power  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Brazil: The Troubled Rise of a Global Power: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Shining a Bright Light on the Benevolent South American 
GulliverBy Serge J. Van SteenkisteMichael Reid gives his readers a much-needed overview of the history, economy, 
society, and politics of Brazil since 1500. Too often, the country seems to live in the shadows of the other BRICS, i.e. 
Russia, India, China, and South Africa. To his credit, Mr. Reid examines with much objectivity the repeated 
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disappointments that Brazil has had to endure both domestically and abroad. In summary, the book under review will 
hopefully give its readers a better appreciation for a country which is called to play an increasingly important role in 
the 21st century.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Not timely but excellent backgroundBy T. 
LucasPart of me is a policy wonk but a bigger part just wants to know how things, including countries, work. I read 
this book on a trip to Brazil in March of 2016, when two of the main characters, Lula and Dilma, were under fire. The 
book really helped me understand the complexity--and the potential--of this country. It is slightly dated only because 
things there change rapidly. But this book provides the underlying framework to permit the reader to make sense of 
these later events. I highly recommend it if you want to learn about Brazil and are limited to only one book. I did, by 
the way, try it on Audible and found it too difficult to follow.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. An 
excellent brief history of recent events in Brazil.By ed33037This book is a must read for any English speaking person 
living in Brazil. It also needs to be translated into Portuguese. Many Brazilians would find themselves in agreement 
with most of what is written here. As a foreigner living in Brazil, for more than 10 years now, I found this book very 
insightful and highly recommend it.

A knowledgeable appreciation of a complex, vital South American giant, destined to be one of the worlds premier 
economic powers Experts believe that Brazil, the worlds fifth largest country and its seventh largest economy, will be 
one of the most important global powers by the year 2030. Yet far more attention has been paid to the other rising 
behemoths Russia, India, and China. Often ignored and underappreciated, Brazil, according to renowned, award-
winning journalist Michael Reid, has finally begun to live up to its potential, but faces important challenges before it 
becomes a nation of substantial global significance. After decades of military rule, the fourth most populous 
democracy enjoyed effective reformist leadership that tamed inflation, opened the country up to trade, and addressed 
poverty and other social issues, enabling Brazil to become more of an essential participant in global affairs. But as it 
prepares to host the 2014 soccer World Cup and 2016 Olympics, Brazil has been rocked by mass protest. This 
insightful volume considers the nations still abundant problemsan inefficient state, widespread corruption, 
dysfunctional politics, and violent crime in its citiesalongside its achievements to provide a fully rounded portrait of a 
vibrant country about to take a commanding position on the world stage.

A knowledgeable overview of [a] vast, vibrant country . . . a thorough study deeply informed by on-the-ground 
reporting.Kirkus s (Kirkus s)Until now, there has been no concise English-language history of Brazil vastness has 
perhaps overwhelmed previous attempts. Michael Reids Brazil fills the gap with a valuable study likely to remain a 
well-thumbed reference for years. . .His clear, deeply researched account reaches back 500 years to identify three 
broad themes that continue to shape Brazils development.John Paul Rathbone, The Financial Times 


