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bell hooks, Cornel West : Breaking Bread: Insurgent Black Intellectual Life  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Breaking Bread: Insurgent Black Intellectual Life: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent discussions, excellent criticism.By Customerexcellent 
book! A riveting history of black intellectuals with particular focus on underrepresented influential black intellectuals. 
An informative and enlightening read, would recommend to anyone interested in reading critical discussion "about the 
difficult necessity of moving beyond the academy to reach an audience in the black community at large" and insurgent 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1138218766


influential black intellectuals.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Ta'neishaMy fianc loves 
his new book!5 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Inspiring!By Kalynda C. SmithNot only is this book 
insightful and easy to read, it is a must have for young African Americans to get a since of the legacy passed on to us 
from those generations before us, and it provides somewhat of a blueprint of how we can make a difference in our own 
lives as well as the lives of those around us. bell hooks and Cornel West are invaluable leaders in the African 
American community and you don't have to be an intellectual to understand the importance of spirituality and equality 
in the life of African Americans as well as Whites and other minorities, which are exactly the values that they are 
putting forth in this text.

In this provocative and captivating dialogue, bell hooks and Cornel West come together to discuss the dilemmas, 
contradictions, and joys of Black intellectual life. The two friends and comrades in struggle talk, argue, and disagree 
about everything from community to capitalism in a series of intimate conversations that range from playful to probing 
to revelatory. In evoking the act of breaking bread, the book calls upon the various traditions of sharing that take place 
in domestic, secular, and sacred life where people come together to give themselves, to nurture life, to renew their 
spirits, sustain their hopes, and to make a lived politics of revolutionary struggle an ongoing practice. This 25th 
anniversary edition continues the dialogue with "In Solidarity," their 2016 conversation at the bell hooks Institute on 
racism, politics, popular culture and the contemporary Black experience.

From Publishers WeeklyA series of dialogues between and interviews with two of the foremost black intellectuals in 
America today, this volume is of enormous importance and offers rewarding reading. At the outset, hooks describes 
these conversations as a kind of "testimony," in the religious sense, to "what it means to be Blackstet cap intellectuals 
at this historical moment." West ( Prophetic Fragments ) and hooks ( Talking Back: Thinking Feminist, Thinking 
Black ) talk frankly about the difficult necessity of moving beyond the academy to reach an audience in the black 
community at large. Much of their talk focuses on the violence done to the black community by consumer capitalism, 
by rampant market forces that have eroded the traditional institutions of support within the community, replacing them 
with a Big Mac and designer sneakers. Both are suspicious of the easy appeal of certain brands of black nationalism 
currently fashionable, but their analysis of those trends is balanced and convincingly argued. In her concluding essay 
hooks, drawing on her own childhood experiences, writes movingly of the pressures put on black women to reject 
intellectual pursuits. Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalActivists and academicians 
hooks ( Talking Back , LJ 12/88) and West ( Prophetic Fragments , LJ 3/1/88) share roots in the black church and a 
commitment to the life of the mind. This, their first joint publication, takes the form of a dialog that explores diverse 
aspects of modern African American culture: the spiritual crisis in the black community, conservatism among the 
black middle class, the new black nationalism, depictions of African Americans in popular culture, uses of black icons 
by modern political leaders. Of particular interest are their discussions of gender and politics; both feminists, they 
hope their own intellectual engagement can serve as a model for new kinds of relationships between black men and 
women. Although they rely too much on academic jargon, these two have important things to say, and this book's 
audience should by no means be confined to blacks. Highly recommended.- Beverly Miller, Boise State Univ. Lib., 
Id.Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc. Praise for the book: "bell hooks and Cornel West's wonderful 
volume is theoretical poetry, poetic theory....The scope of topics addressed in the far-ranging conversations between 
the two authors is breathtaking....[The book] not only theorizes about how a transformed intellectual power might fuse 
deep moral concern and political engagement--it actually does it."--Patricia Hill Collins, Signs (Autumn, 1994) "A 
series of dialogues between and interviews with two of the foremost black intellectuals in America today, this volume 
is of enormous importance and offers rewarding reading."--Publishers Weekly 


