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Augusta Dwyer : Broke but Unbroken: Grassroots Social M ovements and Their Radical Solutionsto Poverty
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Broke but Unbroken:
Grassroots Social Movements and Their Radical Solutions to Poverty:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A great readBy JDS WestThisis an approachable account of how
many grassroots organizations approach their accountability to members and agency to construct desirable change
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within their broader societal contexts. The book brings the wester reader to contemplate how to support and participate
in movements one supports with greater effectiveness.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Dwyer starts
by critiquing common perceptions of poverty "as a problem so vast and so complicated that the poor themselves
couldBy Beverly BellBroke but Unbroken: Grassroots Social Movements and Their Radical Solutionsto Poverty isa
rare book. Amidst the literature on social movements, Augusta Dwyer's work stands out for its multi-faceted and deep
examination of the topic, and its understanding that political engagement cannot be understood only through
analytically reducible criteria (though she explores those, too). Dwyer starts by critiquing common perceptions of
poverty "as a problem so vast and so complicated that the poor themselves could not possibly have any solutions to
bring to it." Dwyer situates low-income and excluded populations as leading actors in organizing and advocating for
their rights, for participatory democracy, and for the construction of new social models. With beautiful, accessible
writing, she explores the role of hope and of affective connection with the community as catalysts for resistance and
change-making. Broke but Unbroken then analyzes assertions of power and solutions to poverty crafted by four
grassroots movements: the Indian Alliance, the Peasant Union of Indonesia, the Landless Workers' Movement
(Brazil), and the Movement of Recuperated Factories (Argentina). The pictures Dwyer paints, and the conclusions she
draws, will leave you with a different perspective of poverty and power - in the four countries she focuses on, as well
as your own.

In Broke but Unbroken, journalist Augusta Dwyer takes us on an inspiring journey through the slums and villages of
Brazil, Indonesia, India and Argentina as she meets with organizers from some of the most successful grassroots social
movements struggling against poverty. These organizers are not representatives from NGOs or aid organizations based
in developed nations but the poor themselves people who know intimately the reality of struggling for land, food,
housing and the right to control their own resources and means of production. It is these movements, built from the
ground up by the very people affected by poverty, that have achieved the most successes in ameliorating the
conditions of the poor and providing real solutionsto global poverty.Aswe travel with Dwyer through rural and urban
landscapes, too often devastated by the demands of development, we meet people who have risked their homes,
families and even their livesto affect real change in the world. The stories they share so openly and warmly are not
merely accounts of economic or political success but are stories of empowerment and hope that dramatically portray
the potency of collective action.In the beautiful prose of an accomplished writer, this book introduces us to
extraordinary grassroots movements and encourages us to learn the lessons they offer about successfully challenging
power and changing the world.

"Explores the success of grassroots social movements dedicated to achieving poverty reduction in Brazil, Indonesia,
India and Argentina. Discusses a people's garden; a peopl€'s production; awalk in the woods; agriculture as life and
custom; moving beyond the slum; women together; the slogan "yes or yes'; and a new dynamic. Dwyer is an
indpendent journalist."Broke but Unbroken is atour de force of grassroots reporting. Reminiscent of Richard
Critchfield and histireless work in the devel oping world, Dwyer shows us how the bottom half of the world lives. It is
sometimes shocking and enraging but the message that comes out is one of empowerment as peopl e take their fate into
their own hands.About the AuthorAugusta Dwyer is an award-winning, independent journalist and the author of Into
the : Chico Mendes and the Struggle for the Rainforest, On the Line: Life on the U.S.-Mexico Border and The
Anatomy of Giving.



