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John Edgar Wideman : Brothersand Keepers: A Memoir before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and al praised Brothers and Keepers: A Memoir:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent portrayal of common roots, but different choices and
consequencesBY FredwWell written (in 1984) and a compelling (true-based) story of contrasts between two black
brothers -- the Ivy League-educated author and his street-wise, crime-adicted brother, serving time for murder -- and
their differnet paths from their urban-plight rootsin the 1960's (?7??), one escaping and the other trapped by the streets
and then the prison system. It reinforces how inhumane our prison system can be; there has to be a better way.0 of 1


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0618509631

people found the following review helpful. Powerful story of time, place and circumstanceBy dlproctorl read this book
as an assignment in aUW Certificate in Memoir class. | was excited to read a memoir written by aman. | like how
Wideman slipped into the vernacular on the street, in the prison, in his mind, in hisown voice. | liked the tension he
created before, during and after a prison visit, and about the conflict he felt over things he could have done differently
asabrother. Thisis apowerful story of time, place and circumstance. As an afterthoughtlt isinteresting to think about
the authors brather in prison for life, and how his life seems to have improved over time. He has become a better man
than he ever could have on the streets that consumed him.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Interesting
autobiography...although told from dual perspectives not just from Wideman's perspectiveBy

GeorgeL ivingstonlnteresting autobiography...although told from dual perspectives not just from Wideman's perspective

A haunting portrait of lives arriving at different destinies, Brothers and Keepers is John Edgar Widemans seminal
memoir about two brothers one an award-winning novelist, the other a fugitive wanted for robbery and murder.
Wideman recalls the capture of his younger brother Robby, details the subsequent trials that resulted in a sentence of
lifein prison, and provides vivid views of the American prison system.A gripping, unsettling account, Brothers and
K eepers weighs the bonds of blood, tenderness, and guilt that connect Wideman to his brother and measures the
distance that lies between them.



