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Lisa Fittipaldi : Brush with Darkness: Learning to Paint After Losing My Sight  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Brush with Darkness: Learning to Paint After Losing 
My Sight: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good book but....By J. FisherI enjoyed the book but soon after 
reading I found a lot of controversial online articles that she was lying and it just dampened my reaction when she 
reportedly stopped painting as a result10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Extraordinary and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0740746936


Inspirational!By Francesca QuantrillAs Lisa Fittipaldi's "art dealer extraordinaire," I was honored to be included in her 
touching account of how she overcame going blind and went on to produce such moving realism in her paintings. As I 
read the book, I found myself unable to put it down, despite the fact that I have known the artist for more than five 
years and thought I knew her whole story. This book shows Lisa's journey to re-enter the sighted world after going 
blind and how she used art to find that path. The following quotes from the jacket cover indicate how this book 
inspired Natalie Maines, Heloise, Kinky Freidman, and Rick Riordan."This book goes far beyond learning how a blind 
painter creates her works of art. It is an honest, heartfelt look at a woman who struggles to overcome her own faults 
and fears to find her authentic self."- Natalie Maines, lead singer of the Dixie Chicks"A truly inspirational story with 
highlights, lowlights, and lessons we can all learn from."- Heloise, international household hints columnist"Lisa 
Fittipaldi is a great artist who also happens to be blind. "A Brush with Darkness" is the story of how art imitates life, 
and how life imitates art, and how both are mirror reflections of the miracle that is the human spirit."- Kinky 
Friedman, singer, songwriter, and author"By turns poignant, enthralling, and uplifting, "A Brush with Darkness" is a 
tribute to human perseverance and creativity. Lisa Fittipaldi writes as she paints - with deft strokes and vibrant color."- 
Rick Riordan, Edgar Award-winning author6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Pain- the ultimate 
motivatorBy C. MadisonIt took an incredible loss for Lisa Fittipaldi to become a winner. Her inability to see the world 
from the outside forces her to look within. The author entices you from the beginning by intimately sharing her painful 
discovery into who she really was, and wasn't. A brilliant career woman channels her intelligence, determination, and 
resourcefulness into finding an answer, but not knowing to what. As her health continues to deteriorate she explores 
every dimension imaginable desperately attempting to discover her purpose in life. Miracuously everything seems to 
flow together and manifests itself in every stroke of her brush. It is difficult to conceive that her images come from an 
internal memmory bank, eloquently transfering onto canvas. Just as skillfully she takes the reader through this process 
managing to explain the impossible. After reading all night I finished the book feeling refreshed and inspired. A 
remarkable woman!

When Lisa Fittipaldi went blind at the age of forty-seven, she descended into a freefall of anger and denial that lasted 
for two years. In this moving memoir, she paints a vivid picture of the perceptual and emotional darkness that 
accompanied her vision loss, and her arduous journey back into the sighted world through mastery of the principles of 
art and color. The challenge of a child's watercolor set, thrown down like a gauntlet by her frustrated husband, opened 
the door to a new life. Discovering that her ability to master the small world of the canvas enabled her to navigate the 
wide world she'd lost, she painstakingly taught herself to draw and paint, substituting rigorous study of the principles 
of art and color theory for her lost vision. Lisa doesn't see color, distance, dimension, or print. Yet she depicts groups 
of people caught in the activities of daily living in astonishing detail and spectacular. She has sold over 500 original 
paintings internationally. Scientists and researchers seek out her insight into vision and perception. "I truly feel that 
unless blindness had toppled the carefully maintained edifice I called my life, there is no way that I would be the 
kinder, more fulfilled person I am today," Lisa writes, "I found my life's passion in paintin. Blindness took away my 
sight but gave me clarity of vision. It took blindness to teach me the meaning of love and friendship."

About the AuthorA trauma care nurse and CPA before she lost her sight, Lisa Fittipaldi, whom the London Telegraph 
calls "a rising star in the art world," began selling her work in 1996, first at local shows, then at art fairs around the 
country, and today on her Web site and in galleries all over the world. She has appeared on dozens of local and 
national television programs, granted radio and print interviews, and given speeches and demonstrations to both blind 
and sighted audiences. She founded the Mind's Eye Foundation in 1999 to provide specially equipped computers to 
vision- and hearing-impaired schoolchildren so they can remain in mainstream schools. She and her husband, Al, run a 
bed and breakfast in San Antonio, Tex. 


