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Carol W. Lewis, W. Bartley Hildreth : Budgeting: Politics and Power  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Budgeting: Politics and Power: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Jam packed with info, but awkward writingBy StacyGHad to buy 
this book for my budget class this semester. I don't particularly like the style of both author's writing. It's sometimes 
really difficult to follow (or maybe I just get bored, doze off, and lose my place). The sentences are drawn out, or 
choppy. It's sad because I think the content of my class is extremely interesting. Just wish I had a better book to follow 
along with in class.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Budgeting: Politics and PowerBy Alan HillWe at 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195387457


EWU are using this book as our text. The material is helpful and flows well, building to the more complicated issues. 
This book is much easier to read than most other post-graduate level works. There are some good 
charts/graphs/visuals, but not too many. In the end I have found the book very helpful, very clear, with good 
definitions.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great buyBy KGreat buy

A skillful balance of application and theory, Budgeting: Politics and Power by Carol W. Lewis and W. Bartley 
Hildreth is a comprehensive yet highly accessible introduction to the politics of budgeting. Unlike other texts on the 
subject--which typically focus only on budgeting issues at the federal level--this book emphasizes budgeting at the 
state and local levels to translate budgetary politics in a way that will be more relevant to the vast majority of students. 
In order to help students dissect the material and integrate it in a meaningful way, Lewis and Hildreth organize each 
chapter around key questions about core issues in a democracy. Informed by the authors' own individual backgrounds 
and expertise, the text presents a thorough--and unbiased--account of the different arguments and political perspectives 
surrounding budgetary politics. FEATURES* Places a unique emphasis on the political aspects of budgeting* 
Provides students with the skills and tools they need to work through the political challenges and controversies of 
budgeting trade-offs* Offers strong pedagogy including web site resources, case studies, in-class exercises, discussion 
and review questions; many charts, tables, photos, and cartoons; a glossary of budgeting terms; and an appendix of key 
federal budgeting points* Draws on a wide range of academic disciplines including political science, public 
administration, public policy, economics, psychology, demography, and history* A Companion Web Site that provides 
links to videos, chronologies, web resources, additional technical and advanced materials, and primers on reading 
federal and state budgets

"I think Budgeting: Politics and Power should be marketed as the best introductory text on public budgeting available, 
with discussion of many important contemporary topics in budgeting and politics. It should open the understanding of 
budgeting to many more students."--Bernard Rowan, Chicago StateUniversity"The writing style is what makes this 
budgeting book so different for me. Students will quickly become engaged."--Cheryl A. Brown, Marshall 
UniversityAbout the AuthorCarol W. Lewis is Professor of Political Science at the University of Connecticut. In 
addition to writing and editing several books, she has lectured all over the world and has published scholarly articles in 
Public Administration , Municipal Finance Journal, Publius, and other journals.W. Bartley Hildreth is Professor of 
Public Management and Policy in the Andrew Young School of Policy Studies at Georgia State University in Atlanta. 
He received the Aaron B. Wildavsky Award for lifetime scholarly achievement in Public Budgeting and Finance in 
2008 from the Association for Budgeting and Financial Management. 


