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Claudia Ross, Jing-heng Sheng Ma : Modern Mandarin Chinese Grammar: A Practical Guide (Modern 
Grammars)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Modern 
Mandarin Chinese Grammar: A Practical Guide (Modern Grammars): 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Very well doneBy rkvealeIf you are studying Chinese then you 
really need a grammar book as a companion to your other course materials. This will serve as a good reference which 
can be referred to when needed. The fact that the second half of the book focuses on functional (i.e. situational) 
grammar makes it easy to find the relevant grammar pattern. I won't go into too many details - you can read that in the 
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review(s) below. I still have some grammar questions that the book doesn't answer but it is the best I have found so far. 
One area where the book is weak is on directional complements which can be unnatural for the western learner. Good 
luck on your learning!!6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Not comprehensive enough for the advanced 
userBy Parker WalkerI would recommend this book for the beginning to intermediate student of Chinese. For the 
advanced student, especially trying to find out the various usages of more literary forms and grammar, I would not 
recommend this book.I'feel that too much was wasted on a phrasebook style second half that could have been spent on 
more grammar (this book does not contain all grammar that you will see in Chinese, not even close). What about all 
the usages of '' ' isn't even in the index. I did not buy this book and expect to get half of it as a phrasebook. I expected a 
thorough treatment of all of Chinese grammar and I didn't find it here. I plan on selling my copy for a more 
comprehensive grammar.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Exactly what I needed.By ricoI am a 
standard text book learner. I have never done well with hear and repeat or other methods of learning. From the time I 
could comprehend English in it's written form I have loved to read. I often found myself ahead of the class most the 
time growing up. lol . I ordered a few books to guide me in my self study of Mandarin Chinese and this is by far the 
best. Exactly what I was looking for. It is written using gramatical terms though not over technical. And for anyone 
who doesn't know about The active and passive, adverbs and clauses , don't worry there is a glossary for that. I would 
reccomend this book to anyone to has a strong sense of English grammar and functions as well as literary composition. 
This book includes everything written in English, Pinyin and Simplified Mandarin Script or Hanzi. A huge asset to any 
library including touching topics such as Phonetics, Writing System, Nouns , Verbs, Tense and many other 
grammatical functions. I will always cherish this valuable tool and appreciate the work the authors put into it.

Modern Mandarin Chinese Grammar is an innovative reference guide to Mandarin Chinese, combining traditional and 
function-based grammar in a single volume. Divided into two sections closely linked by extensive cross-references, it 
covers: traditional grammatical categories such as phrase order, nouns, verbs and specifiers language functions and 
notions such as communication strategies, giving and seeking information, expressing apologies, regrets and 
sympathies. With all grammar points and functions richly illustrated with examples, and a strong emphasis on 
contemporary usage, the main features of this Grammar include examples in simplified characters, traditional 
characters, and romanization (Pinyin) as well as an emphasis on areas of particular difficulty for learners of Mandarin 
Chinese. This is the ideal reference grammar for learners of Mandarin Chinese at all levels, from elementary to 
advanced. No prior knowledge of grammatical terminology is assumed and a glossary of grammatical terms is 
provided. Featuring related exercises and activities, this Grammar is accompanied by the Modern Mandarin Chinese 
Grammar Workbook.


