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Sanyika Shakur : Monster: The Autobiography of an L.A. Gang Member before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Monster: The Autobiography of an L.A. Gang Member:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Monster is an incredibly graphic depiction of thelife of ...By Julia
DMonster is an incredibly graphic depiction of the life of young men (boys) who livein Los Angeles. A person
growing up outside of this environment cannot fully understand the mentality or way of life which is take one of ours
we take two from you. these kids ride bikes and go to school, to recruit and put in work. Some of these kids come from


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0802141447

intact families most not but Monster provides insight into this other world.O of 0 people found the following review
helpful. A born leader with obstacles as a ghetto child.By EseOso/droopdawgK ody was atremendous individual in the
gang world, shows and proves that even the hardest of the best of them relate to the bystanding civilians that get
caught up in the termoil of the ghettos dramas..We need more leaders to rise up like him in both, the afro and hispanic
communities.O of O people found the following review helpful. Anatomy of a Drive-ByBy Kevin TintoAnother look
inside the Crips culture in Southern California. The Monster POV isthat of akid caught up in the lethal rivalries
between Crips and Bloods, and more often, other sets of Crips. If you want an inside look-see at alife you'd never
want to live and will find hard to believe takes place in America; well, eye opener. Monster was written years ago, and
the gang culture has changed, from nightly drive-by shootings and turf wars, now more focus on "getting rich or die

trying."

Written in solitary confinement, Kody Scotts memoir of sixteen years as a gangbanger in Los Angeles was a searing
best-seller and became a classic, published in ten languages, with more than 300,000 copiesin print in the United
States alone. After pumping eight blasts from a sawed-off shotgun at a group of rival gang members, twelve-year-old
Kody Scott wasinitiated into the L.A. gang the Crips. He quickly matured into one of the most formidable Crip
combat soldiers, earning the name Monster for committing acts of brutality and violence that repulsed even his fellow
gang members. When the inevitable jail term confined him to a maximum-security cell, a complete political and
personal transformation followed: from Monster to Sanyika Shakur, black nationalist, member of the New Afrikan
Independence Movement, and crusader against the causes of gangsterism. In adocument that has been compared to
The Autobiography of Malcolm X and Eldridge Cleavers Soul on Ice, Shakur makes pal pable the despair and decay of
Americasinner cities and gives eloquent voice to one aspect of the black ghetto experience today.

From Publishers WeeklyThis dispatch from a maximum-security prison chronicles Scott's transformation from a
"gangbanging ghetto star" to an evangelical proponent of black nationalism. Copyright 1994 Reed Business
Information, Inc.From Library Journal"Monster" Kody, today known as Sanyika Sakur, spent 16 years asa
"gangbanger" in South Central Los Angeles. His account begins at age 11, when he was inducted into the ranks of the
Crips, and ends (hundreds of bodies later) with Scott serving a seven-year prison term for beating a crack dealer.
Throughout, he successfully conveys a sense of the siege mentality that prevails every minute of every day, due to the
daily barrage of gang-on-gang violence. Names of derivative Crip gangs (e.g., Rollin' Sixties, Hoovers, Grape Street
Watts Crips) and gang members (e.g., Li'l Hunchy, Tray Ball, Huckabuck) flit across the pagesin a confusing manner,
but Scott pushes the narrative forward with scarcely a glance backward, and, ultimately, names and incidents are not
important. Unfortunately, Scott was in prison during the violence that followed last year's Rodney King incident and
thus sheds little light on the peace treaty forged between the Bloods and Crips. Although unrepentant, Scott today is
dedicated to ending gang violence. Recommended for most collections.- Mark Annichiarico, "Library

Journal" Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Kirkus sLon Bing's study of L.A. gangs, Do or Die
(1991) featured on its cover an awesomely muscular African-American male, naked to the waist, wearing sunglasses
and wielding an automatic weapon. That man was ~~Monster" Kody Scott, who here tells his electrifying life story: an
angry, stunningly violent odyssey through gang warfare and prison to redemption. The acknowledgements page
reveals Scott's continued wrath: ~"Bullet-proof love is extended to Muhammad Abdullah and the Islamic Liberation
Army...Teflon bullets are sent to the sell- outs.” Scott is still fighting, only now for the New Afrikan Independence
Movement, dedicated to creating a separate black nation. But, then, the author has always been at war: Drafted at age
11into a  set" of the “ghastly gang army" of the L.A. Crips--an army of ““children gone wild in a concrete jungle'--he
shot hisfirst man, arival Blood, that same year, and for the next 15 years led a life spent defending his set by word,
fist, and bullet: "I liked to see the buckshot eat away their clothing, ailmost like piranhafish." Much of Scott's memoir
is a horrifying chronicle of gang combat--shootings, betrayals, retaliations (Scott was shot six times in one ambush)--
almost tedious in its unrelenting machismo and bloodshed, made palatable mostly by the author's deep knowledge of
gang lore. Eventually, jail stints punctuate the street fighting; finally, in 1983, Scott, behind bars, meets aradical
Muslim who teaches him that the real battle is with the white oppressors--a lesson that takes hold in the late 80'sin
Folsom Prison, where, amid outrageous depravity, Scott renounces ~ gangsterism" to embrace his new struggle. Today,
Scott, 29, is back in prison, serving seven years for “"ahealthy beating" he gave to an unrepentant crack dealer. A
savage document of the street that gives, and asks, no quarter. Anyone who wants to know why L.A. burned will find
the chilling answer here. (First printing of 65,000; first serial rightsto Esquire) -- Copyright 1993, Kirkus Associates,
LP. All rights reserved.



