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Dr. Charles Palmer : Montana's Waldron Creek Fire:: The 1931 Tragedy and the Forgotten Five (Disaster) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Montana's Waldron 
Creek Fire:: The 1931 Tragedy and the Forgotten Five (Disaster): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. It's a great story with a fair amount of mysteryBy Clifford 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1467119261


NiedermeyerDr. Palmer's tale of his years tracking down facts and details associated with the Waldron Ck fire and the 
5 men killed by it is fascinating and well told. It's a great story with a fair amount of mystery. Charlie's commitment to 
uncovering the story behind these 5 men's deaths and a little something about their lives is commendable. Many great 
old historic photos throughout. Highly recommended!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 2 thumbs 
upBy CustomerThis story is both intriguing and engaging. Dr. Palmer's down to earth writing style makes you feel as 
if you are chatting with him over a cold one. The story of the forgotten five is haunting; their plight disheartening, Yet 
surpringly, by story's end, the reader is left feeling uplifted. I recommend this book for anyone interested in wildland 
fires, Montana history, and/or anyone who enjoys a great read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Dr. 
Palmer weaves a unique personal connection into a ...By Flat StanDr. Palmer weaves a unique personal connection 
into a long overdue untold story. What makes this work unique is the authors ability to to tell the story of the Waldron 
Creek Fire as well as the suprising journey of his research on the subject.

On August 25, 1931, five men died fighting the devastating Waldron Creek Fire west of Choteau, Montana. Lacking 
training and preparation, Herbert Novotny, Frank Williamson, Hjalmer G. Gunnarson, Ted Bierchen and Charles 
Allen dashed into the flames and never stood a chance. The Teton County coroner added insult to injury, noting that 
each had "no one to blame but himself." Three men were buried in unmarked graves. Records show that the body of 
the fifth was returned to his family, but no burial site is known. Only one has a headstone. National Smokejumper 
Association chief historian Dr. Charles Palmer shines a light on this important story, finally honoring the heroic 
sacrifice that led to critical changes in wildland firefighting.

About the AuthorDr. Charles Palmer spent ten of his nearly twenty-year wildland firefighting career with the Missoula 
Smokejumpers. Charlie completed his BA, MA, EdS and EdD degrees at the University of Montana. He joined the 
University of Montana's Department of Health and Human Performance in 2006, has been a consultant with Mission-
Centered Solutions since 2000, is the director of Human Performance for the First Twenty and serves as the historian 
for the National Smokejumper Association. 


