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Irene Glasser : More Than Bread: Ethnography of a Soup Kitchen  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised More Than Bread: Ethnography of a Soup Kitchen: 

More Than Bread examines life in the dining room of the Tabernacle Soup Kitchen, located in Middle City in a New 
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England state. What happens when one hundred guests, which include single mothers, drug addicts, alcoholics, the 
mentally ill, and the chronically unemployed, representing diverse age groups and ethnicities, come together in the 
dining room for several hours each day? Irene Glasser challenges the popular assumption that soup kitchens function 
primarily to provide food for the hungry by refocusing our attention on the social aspects of the dining room. The soup 
kitchen offers a model of a de-professionalized, nonclinical, nurturing setting that is in contrast to the traditional 
human services agency.


