(Read now) Most Solitary of Afflictions: Madness and Society in Britain, 1700-1900

Most Solitary of Afflictions: Madness and Society in Britain, 1700-
1900

Andrew Scull
ebooks | Download PDF | *ePub | DOC | audiobook

The Most Solitary of Afffictions

Madness and Society in Britain, 1700-1900

Andrew Scull

DOWNLO ﬂ _I ﬂ Eﬁimﬁl

#1788971 in Books Andrew Scull 2005-05-010riginal language:EnglishPDF # 1 9.02 x .93 x 5.98l, 1.35
#File Name: 0300107544448 pagesThe Most Solitary of Afflictions Madness and Society in Britain 1700
1900 | File size: 50.Mb

Andrew Scull : Most Solitary of Afflictions. Madness and Society in Britain, 1700-1900 before purchasing it in

order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Most Solitary of Afflictions: Madness and
Society in Britain, 1700-1900:

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. History of PsychiatryBy Dr. E. W. RugendorffExciting description
of the evolution of the treatment of mental illness over centuriesin Britain.3 of 6 people found the following review


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300107544

helpful. : )By Gaby L.Loved this book...Used it as one of my sources for aresearch paper. Well written. 1'd probably
even read it for fun.

The routine confinement of the deranged in anetwork of specialized and purposely built asylumsis essentialy a 19th-
century phenomenon. Likewise, it is only from the Victorian erathat a newly self-conscious and organized profession
of psychiatry emerged and sought to shut the mad away in "therapeutic isolation”. In this book, Andrew Scull studies
the evolution of the treatment of lunacy in England and Wales, tracing what lies behind the transformations in social
practices and beliefs, examining how institutional management of the mad came to replace traditional systems of
family and local care, and exploring the striking contrast between the utopian expectations of the asylum's founders
and the harsh realities of life in these asylums. Scull locates the roots of the new ideas about lunacy and its treatment
in pervasive changes in the political, economic and socia structure of British society, and in the associated shiftsin the
intellectual and cultural horizons of its governing classes. He explains that a widening range of eccentric behaviour
was accommodated under the label of madness so that asylums became a repository for the troublesome, senile and
decrepit; the resulting overcrowding of asylums, says Scull, made the original goals of treatment and cure impossible
to achieve. Scull's provocative account shows that the history of our responses to madness, while far from being an
unrelieved parade of horrors and ever-increasing repression, is equally far from being a stirring tale of the progress of
humanity and science. This book, based on Scull's study "Museums of Madness' is an extensive reworking and
enlargement of that earlier text. Drawing on his own research and that of others over the last 15 years, Scull now adds
new dimensions to thiswork in the history of psychiatry and 19th-century British society.

From the Back Coverln this elegantly written book, the author studies the evolution of the treatment of lunacy in
England and Wales, tracing what lies behind the transformations in social practices and beliefs, and examining how
institutional management of the mad came to replace traditional systems of family and local care.About the
AuthorAndrew Scull is professor of sociology and science studies, University of California, San Diego. Among his
publications are Museums of Madness (1979), Masters of Bedlam (1996), Undertaker of the Mind (2001), and his
forthcoming Y ale publication, Madhouse: A Tragic Tale of Medical Murder and Megalomania.



