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Margaret Urban Walker : Mother Time: Women, Aging, and Ethics  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mother Time: Women, Aging, and Ethics: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Age before beautyBy Tom StaniewiczEvery now and then a book 
appears which responds to a real need, even if you didn't know the need existed. This book breaks new ground on the 
issue of aging and women. The studies on images of women and how it affects women aging are especially good. Not 
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all is perfect. Many claims are made for the differences between male aging and female aging, but little proof is given. 
The religious issues which surround aging are strangely absent. Still, this is a first and a scholarly one.

Fifteen original essays open up a novel area of inquiry: the distinctively ethical dimensions of women's experiences of 
and in aging. Contributors distinguished in the fields of feminist ethics and the ethics of aging explore assumptions, 
experiences, practices, and public policies that affect women's well-being and dignity in later life. The book brings to 
the study of women's aging a reflective dimension missing from the empirical work that has predominated to date. 
Ethical studies of aging have so far failed to emphasize gender. And feminist ethics has neglected older women, even 
when emphasizing other dimensions of difference. Finally work on aging in all fields has focused on the elderly, while 
this volume sees aging as an extended process of negotiating personal and social change.

Feminists and philosophers alike have been slow to contribute to the literature of aging. Mother Time helps make up 
for lost time. The essaysvariously trenchant, poignant, daring, and illuminatingspur us toward social justice and 
personal well-being in the lives of older women. (Thomas R. Cole, McGovern Center for Humanities and Ethics, 
University of Texas School of Medicine)These essays are imaginative forays into the terrain where issues of gender 
and of aging intersect. Various moral problems are given illuminating and overdue attention, and in addressing them, 
the authors clarify deficiencies in much dominant moral theorizing. (Virginia Held, City University of New 
York)Sharp critiques and fresh writing startle us into more careful thought and (I hope) more caring advocacy. . . . The 
gender-savvy moral philosophy of this volume joins other new work in the arts and humanities to suggest that feminist 
age studies is going to have a good millennium. (Margaret Morganroth Gullette, Women's Studies Research Center at 
Brandeis University; author of Agewise: Fighting the New Ageism in America)Mother Time is a vivid, contentious 
invitation to engage in rethinking widespread assumptions about aging and gender, the better to understand ethical 
dimensions of women's experiences of aging. All essays are insightful, engaging, and clearly written. (Feminist 
Formations)I am greatful to the contributors to Mother Time for focusing on a number of issues associated with aging. 
(Mary Mahowald Hypatia: A Journal of Feminist Philosophy)About the AuthorMargaret Urban Walker is professor of 
philosophy at Fordham University. She is the author of Moral Understandings: A Feminist Study in Ethics (Routledge, 
1998). She lives in New York City. 


