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Canadian citizenship has long been characterized in opposition to that of our southern neighbour as a mosaic instead of 
a melting pot. Acceptance of minority ethnic, racial, religious, cultural, and linguistic groups has largely been seen as 
key to our sense of what it means to be Canadian. Such multiplicity, however, has given rise to ongoing debates over 
equality, diversity, identity, and unity.This groundbreaking work interrogates and expands the accepted modes of 
thinking through Canadian citizenship. Drawing on feminist and postcolonial theorists, Gerald Kernerman undertakes 
a discourse analysis of Canadian constitutional and policy documents, public speeches, and media texts. He examines 
and critiques what he sees as the two major competing understandings of how Canada ought to manage its diversity, 
both of which seek to define an overarching notion of Canadian unity: on the one hand, the argument for differentiated 
citizenship, or difference, and on the other, the case for universal and undifferentiated citizenship, or equality. Positing 
that each of these positions ends at the same impasse in its preoccupation with the challenges diversity represents for 
cohesion and stability, Kernerman proposes an alternative -- a post-nationalist multiculturalism that does not attempt 
to ask, or answer, the thorny unity question.An important contribution to the critical literature on Canadian politics, 
citizenship, and multiculturalism, Multicultural Nationalism will appeal to political scientists and philosophers, as well 
as those with an interest in critical race theory, liberal multiculturalism, and law and society.

"Multicultural Nationalism makes an important contribution to debates about national unity and diversity in Canada. 
Kernerman persuasively shows how the problematic logic of thinking in terms of dichotomies is not only woven into 
the political and public debates but can also be detected in the theories of political philosophers such as Charles Taylor 
and Will Kymlicka." Multicultural Nationalism makes an important contribution to debates about national unity and 
diversity in Canada. Kernerman persuasively shows how the problematic logic of thinking in terms of dichotomies is 
not only woven into the political and public debates but can also be detected in the theories of political philosophers 
such as Charles Taylor and Will Kymlicka. (Avigail Eisenberg, co-editor of Painting the Maple: Race, Gender, and the 
Construction of Canada)This book will appeal greatly to those doing work in critical race theory, multiculturalism, and 
the politics of difference. Kernerman not only characterizes emerging arguments against what he calls the 'Canadian 
school' of liberal multiculturalism but advances these arguments via some keen work within and across liberalism, 
continental philosophy, and feminist theory. (Richard Day, author of Multiculturalism and the History of Canadian 
Diversity)About the AuthorGerald Kernerman is assistant professor of political science at York University and co-
editor, with Philip Resnick, of Insiders Outsiders: Alan Cairns and the Reshaping of Canadian Citizenship. 


