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Alex Alvarez, Ronet Bachman : Murder American Style (Criminal Justice Series) before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Murder American Style (Criminal Justice Series):

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A great overview of violence in the U.S.By Matthew SmithThis
book was much more general in nature than | expected. This more general approach left the account somewhat
shallow, but what it lacked in depth it more than made up for in readability which made the information easy to to
digest and understand. Because of the approach the authors took with this book they made it very palatable for amore
general readership, so the potential reader thinking about this book should not be intimidated by this book becauseitis
an easy read.With that said the book does a great job detailing murder in the United States. The authors do a good job
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detailing the many different methodologies for studying or looking at violence and murder in U.S. society. They
discuss the numerous problems with attempting to label and box a crime as complex as murder. What comes through
isjust how difficult this subject is to study and quantify because each different methodology inevitably overlapsin
certain cases. While it may be good to look at murder from the biological or psychological method these
methodologies are rarely able to explain an individua crime fully without resort to other methods. Thisis amajor
problem when trying to understand this crime.One of the aspects | was happy to see this book go into a greater detail
was the role of mediain distorting our perceptions of crimein general but murder specifically. In the seven or eight
years since this book was written the problem with media has become even more acute. With shows dedicated to
nothing but exploiting crime for ratings this problem has become even worse. With 24 hour cable news channels
covering the sensational and headline grabbing incidents while ignoring the broader picture it seems that the average
American has no opportunity to grasp the real situation. Instead people are fed hyped up accounts that brings in ratings
but grossly misinforms viewers.This book will give the reader a sense of where we are at in this country as regards
murder and violence. It cuts through the hype and takes a very rational look at how murder in the U.S. is different
from other nations and why it is so prevalent in this country. It looks at our history and our culture for cluesto explain
this uniquely American phenomenon. They look at regional differences along with economic and social factors that
contribute to our violent society. This more general approach actually helps brings the whole picture into focus. While
it may not give readers that greater detail that comes with amicro approach, it also doesn't narrow the topic so much
that the reader misses the forest for the trees. Anyone interested in this topic or violence in general will do well by
giving this book aread. It isawell done and quick read that will help bring the picture into focus for those interested
in American violence. | recommend this book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Murder American
Style: ReviewBYy Al purchased this book for a class and it greatly helped me understand what | needed. It clearly
defines the terms and the information is well put along with being easily understood for a person just starting out in the
criminal justice field. It also came on time and in great condition.O of O people found the following review helpful.
Five StarsBy Happy Reviewer!!very interesting and unique book.

A part of the Wadsworth Contemporary Issuesin Crime and Justice Series, thistext is one of afew to exclusively
address the core issues that relate to criminal homicide in the United States. MURDER AMERICAN STY LE provides
an interdisciplinary theoretical approach to understanding the patterns and trends of lethal violence in America.

1. Through the Looking Glass: What We Know and What We Think We Know. 2. A Murderous Society: Patterns of
Murder Past and Present. 3. Who We Kill and Why: Explaining Murder in America Today. 4. Deadly Interactions:
Exploring the Dynamics of the Murder Process. 5. Dangerous Relations. Homicide in Families and Between Intimate
Partners. 6. When There are Multiple Victims: Mass, Spree, and Serial Murders. 7. Tools of Death: Firearms, Drugs,
and Alcohol. 8. Capital Punishment in America. 9. Where Do We Go From Here: Conclusions and Policy
Recommendations.About the AuthorAlex Alvarez is currently Associate Professor of Criminal Justice at Northern
Arizona University. He is also the director of the Martin-Springer Institute for Teaching the Holocaust, Tolerance, and
Humanitarian Values. He has extensively researched and published on the causes and consequences of both collective
and interpersonal violence and has served as the associate editor for the peer reviewed journal VIOLENCE AND
VICTIMS. His book, GOVERNMENT, CITIZENS, AND GENOCIDE: A COMPARATIVE AND
INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH, was published by Indiana University Pressin 2001.Ronett Bachman is
currently Associate Professor and Director of Graduate Studies at the University of Delaware. Recent books include
THE PRACTICE OF RESEARCH IN CRIMINOLOGY AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE (Pine Forge Press, 2001) with
Russell Schutt, and EXPLAINING CRIME AND CRIMINALS (Roxbury Publishing, 2000) with Raymond
Paternoster.



