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Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak : Nationalism and the Imagination  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Nationalism and the Imagination: 

11 of 12 people found the following review helpful. This is not really a book, it's just an essay printed in a book-like 
formatBy BrittRaeThis is not a book. It's a standalone essay printed double-spaced in a tiny booklet. Don't waste your 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1905422938


money - just go download the article itself, which is available for free on Google Scholar. I feel dumb for falling for 
this but perhaps my mistake will help other people avoid doing the same thing.

Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak has distinguished herself as one of the foremost scholars of contemporary literary and 
postcolonial theory and feminist thought. Known for her translation of Derridas On Grammatology and her 
groundbreaking essay, Can the Subaltern Speak?, Spivak has often focused on subaltern, marginalized women and the 
role of essentialism in feminist thought to unite women from divergent cultural backgrounds. In Nationalism and the 
Imagination, Spivak expands upon her previous postcolonial scholarship, employing a cultural lens to examine the 
rhetorical underpinnings of the idea of the nation-state. In this gripping and intellectually rigorous work, Spivak 
specifically analyzes the creation of Indian sovereignty in 1947 and the tone of Indian nationalism, bound up with 
class and religion, that arose in its wake. Spivak was five years old when independence was declared, and she vividly 
writes: These are my earliest memories: Famine and blood on the streets. As well, she recollects the songs and folklore 
stories that were prevalent at the time in order to examine the role of the mother tongue and the relationship between 
language and feelings of national identity. She concludes that nationalism colludes with the private sphere of the 
imagination in order to command the public sphere. Originally given as an address at the University of Sofia in 
Bulgaria, Nationalism and the Imagination provides powerful insight into the historical narrative of India as well as 
compelling ideas that speak to nationalist concerns around the world. Also included in this book is the discussion with 
Spivak that followed the speech, making this an essential and informative work for scholars of post-colonialism.

"Spivak has probably done more long-term political good in pioneering feminist and postcolonial studies within global 
academia than almost any of her theoretical colleagues." - Terry Eagleton "Spivak's is a unique voice of courage and 
conceptual ambition that addresses public life from the perspective of psychic reality, encouraging us to acknowledge 
the solidarity and the suffering through which we emerge as subjects of freedom." - Homi K. Bhabha"About the 
AuthorGayatri Chakravorty Spivak is University Professor in the Humanities and Director of the Institute for 
Comparative Literature and Society at Columbia University. Her other books include In Other Worlds, The Post-
Colonial Critic, and A Critique of Post-Colonial Reason. 


