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Anne Lobeck, Kristin Denham : Navigating English Grammar: A Guide to Analyzing Real Language  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Navigating English Grammar: 
A Guide to Analyzing Real Language: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Worth the Extra Money For the Hard CoverBy SilverWolfBought 
this for my wife's Grammar class being taught by one of the authors. Well worth the extra money for the hard cover 
edition.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy VideoGreat book!1 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. I had to use this for a linguistics class. ...By Blazer dudeI had to use this for a linguistics 
class. The examples in the book are limited and elementary. Very hard to apply the information provided elsewhere

An engaging and fresh take on the rules and politics of English grammar, written in lively prose. It goes a step further 
than most books on grammar by providing an overview of the field, with a discussion of historical and current debates 
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about grammar, and how we define, discuss, and approach it. Presents a novel, inquiry-based approach to 
understanding speakers' unconscious knowledge of English grammar Makes lucid connections, when relevant, with 
current linguistic theory Integrates language change and variation into the study of grammar Examines historical 
sources of socially evaluative perceptions of grammar, as 'good' or 'bad', and notions of language authority Provides 
syntactic explanations for many modern punctuation rules Explores some of the current controversies about grammar 
teaching in school and the role of Standard English in testing and assessment 

"Navigating English Grammar is a superb introduction to English grammar and grammatical analysis. Lobeck and 
Denham guide readers through the essentials of English with vivid, up-to-date usage examples and just the right 
amount of clearly explained linguistic theory." Edwin Battistella, Southern Oregon University Lobeck and Denham 
make a plausible Socrates, prodding their interlocutors into discovering their own, internal language system. Readers 
learn much about scientific methods, honed by years working in schools and understanding adolescent minds, and are 
liberated from foolish social judgments about people's language. David Lightfoot, Georgetown UniversityFrom the 
Back CoverWhile most grammar books start and stop with an explanation of parts of speech and sentence 
structure,Navigating English Grammar goes a step further to provide an overview of the field, with a discussion of 
historical and current debates about grammar, and how we define, discuss, and approach it. The authors use grammar 
as a springboard to discuss semantics and morphology; how usage and sentence structure affects style in writing; 
abbreviated style in the digital age; and the syntax of poetry, fiction, and other genres. Along the way they give 
examples and analysis of texts. Among other controversies, the authors delve into the sociopolitical aspects of 
grammar rules, the subjectivity of pet peeves and grammar police, the changing ways grammar has been taught, and 
how assessment and a changing educational climate has influenced this. They also lay out the fascinating history of the 
linguistic tradition, from the Sanskrit grammar of Panini (c. 520-460 BCE), sometimes considered a founder of 
linguistics, to the ancient Greeks, the development of the Western tradition, and through the rise of correct English 
grammar in the 17th century to the present day. NavigatingEnglish Grammar is an engaging and fresh take on the rules 
and the politics of English grammar, written in lively, inviting prose.About the Author Anne Lobeck is Professor of 
English and Linguistics at Western Washington University. She is author of Ellipsis: Functional Heads, Licensing and 
Identification (1995) and Discovering Grammar: An Introduction to English Sentence Structure (2000), and is coeditor 
andco-author (with Kristin Denham) of several books, includingLinguistics at School: Language Awareness in 
Primary and Secondary Education (2010). Kristin Denham is Professor of English and Linguistics at Western 
Washington University. She is coeditor (with Anne Lobeck) of two volumes, including Language in the Schools: 
Integrating Linguistic Knowledge into K-12 Teaching (2005) and co-author (with Anne Lobeck) ofLinguistics for 
Everyone: An Introduction (2010). 


