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Colin Grant : Negro with a Hat: The Rise and Fall of Marcus Garvey  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Negro with a Hat: The Rise and Fall of Marcus Garvey: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. GarveyismBy JERMINWonderfully written piece of Black history 
that introduced me to this tragic but important figure. I live in the Caribbean island of St Martin/St Maarten and I've 
heard rastas especially shout out the name of Marcus Garvey but I didn't know much about him. I'm on chapter 18 
after reading an average of a chapter a day and I must say that I adore this book, it has taken me on a voyage in time 
where a Black man had it much harder than today but some problems still exist in our contemporary lives. The 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195393090


biography is very well made and I just couldn't stop rooting for this man who saw vertiginous highs and heart-breaking 
lows and never gave in. I recommend wholeheartedly this amazing biography, it's a rich page-turner and a must read 
for any person, Black or White, who values freedom of the downtrodden. One thing is for sure, he stood up like a man 
in a world that considered the people of his race subhuman. Ultimately this is a story of that uniquely human trait of 
resistance and pride in one's self. Marcus Garvey was one of the great men whose presence on Earth changed it 
forever0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fire in the BellyBy Patti M. MarxsenI learned a lot about the 
rough beginning and the sheer bravado of this symbol of Jamaican pride. Colin Grant has done his homework and 
provided us with a valuable portrait ... not only of a man with fire in the belly, but of his historic moment.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Good Book, You will learn alot!By Master CasperJust last year I never knew 
anything about Marcus Garvey, now to find out this man lead the uprising of Parents that Raised Children that would 
Lead Blacks to Do Great things after he was Setup and Wrongfully accused by the US Government using Black 
Sellouts to get in and Use this Man, but you have to put some Blame on him for having a Thick Head Maybe he was 
moving too fast and not planning everything out clearly so they Took advantage of shutting him down before he could 
get a Grasp on Everything Clearly! What more can you Think from Amerikkka Land of the Free My Butt!

New in paperback, this groundbreaking biography captures the full sweep and epic dimensions of Marcus Garvey's 
life, the dazzling triumphs and the dreary exile. As Grant shows, Garvey was a man of contradictions: a self-educated, 
poetry-writing aesthete and unabashed propagandist, an admirer of Lenin, and a dandy given to elaborate public 
displays. Above all, he was a shrewd promoter whose use of pageantry evoked a lost African civilization and fired the 
imagination of his followers. Negro With a Hat restores Garvey to his place as one of the founders of black 
nationalism and a key figure of the 20th century. "A searching, vivid, and (as the title suggests) complex account of 
Garvey's short but consequential life." --Steve Hahn, The New Republic "The story of Marcus Garvey, the charismatic 
and tireless black leader who had a meteoric rise and fall in the late 1910s and early '20s, makes for enthralling 
reading, and Garvey has found an engaging and objective biographer in Colin Grant.... Grant's book is not all politics, 
ideology, money and lawsuits. It is also an engrossing social history.... Negro With a Hat is an achievement on a scale 
Garvey might have appreciated." --New York Times Book Review "Dazzling, definitive biography of the 
controversial activist who led the 1920s 'Back to Africa' movement.... Grant's learned passion for his subject shimmers 
on every page. A riveting and well-wrought volume that places Garvey solidly in the pantheon of important 20th-
century black leaders." --Kirkus Reviews (Starred Review) "This splendid book is certain to become the definitive 
biography. Garvey was a dreamer and a doer; Grant captures the fascination of both." --Publishers Weekly (Starred 
Review) "Grant's strength lies in his ability to re-create political moods and offer compelling sketches of colorful 
individuals and their organizations.... An engaging and readable introduction to a complicated and contentious 
historical actor who, in his time, possessed a unique capacity to inspire devotion and hatred, adulation and fear." --
Chicago Tribune "A monumental, nuanced and broadly sympathetic portrait." --Financial Times

From The New YorkerIn 1914, on a ship between Jamaica and England, an impoverished twenty-six-year-old named 
Marcus Garvey had what he later called a vision of "a new world of black men." Six years later, he rode through 
Harlem in regal robes and a plumed bicorne, and was proclaimed the Provisional President of Africa before a crowd of 
twenty-five thousand in Madison Square Garden. For a short, spectacular time, before his movement collapsed under 
the weight of its ambitions and schemes (a mail-fraud conviction resulted in exile in London), Garveys call for a 
transnational union of black people electrified crowds around the worldalarming J. Edgar Hoover and maddening W. 
E. B. Du Bois, who recoiled at Garveys separatism and his theatrics, wondering if he was "a lunatic or a traitor." 
(Garvey called Du Bois a "lazy dependant mulatto.") Grants biography ably captures the Garvey moment, although, 
perhaps wisely, he leaves the many contradictions in Garveys character unresolved. Copyright 2008 Click here to 
subscribe to The New Yorker "In Negro With a Hat, he has produced a searching, vivid, and (as the title suggests) 
complex account of Garvey's short but consequential life."--Steve Hahn, The New Republic"The story of Marcus 
Garvey, the charismatic and tireless black leader who had a meteoric rise and fall in the late 1910s and early '20s, 
makes for enthralling reading, and Garvey has found an engaging and objective biographer in Colin Grant.... Grant's 
book is not all politics, ideology, money and lawsuits. It is also an engrossing social history.... 'Negro With a Hat' is an 
achievement on a scale Garvey might have appreciated."--New York Times Book "Dazzling, definitive biography of 
the controversial activist who led the 1920s "Back to Africa" movement.... Grant's learned passion for his subject 
shimmers on every page A riveting and well-wrought volume that places Garvey solidly in the pantheon of important 
20th-century black leaders."--Kirkus s (starred review)"Dense with detail, but consistently readable, this splendid book 
is certain to become the definitive biography. Garvey was a dreamer and a doer; Grant captures the fascination of 
both."--Publishers Weekly (starred review)"Grant's strength lies in his ability to re-create political moods and offer 
compelling sketches of colorful individuals and their organizations.... Negro With a Hat is an engaging and readable 
introduction to a complicated and contentious historical actor who, in his time, possessed a unique capacity to inspire 
devotion and hatred, adulation and fear."--Chicago Tribune"Grant's biography ably captures the Garvey moment, 



although, perhaps wisely, he leaves the many contradictions in Garvey's character unresolved."--The New 
Yorker"Informative and fascinating, Grant's profile of Garvey is a vital contribution."--Booklist"Grant...provides a 
monumental, nuanced and broadly sympathetic portrait.... Grant's book - his first - is a welcome and scholarly 
corrective."--Financial Times"If a few blacks congregating on a street corner is still considered a threat to National 
Security, you can imagine the problems that Marcus Garvey encountered when he organized a whole bunch of them. 
Hounded by the Federal Government, the right, the left, the usual arm chair intellectuals and academics, Garvey found 
himself constantly under attack, yet, like the Napoleon, with whom some compared "The Man With A Hat," Garvey 
survived to fight on. He was also a prophet, predicting the day when KKK thinking would become mainstream. Colin 
Grant has not only written the best biography of one of the most fascinating persons of the 20th Century, but, for a 
historical work, an exciting read, part romance, part big screen political thriller."--Ishmael Reed"...new, well-written 
biography.... Describing Garvey's rise and fall in great detail, the author writes a compelling narrative and places 
Garvey clearly within his time and place.... Grant's discussion of Garvey is rich and nuanced."--CHOICE"Critics on 
both sides of the Atlantic seem to agree that this passionate and well-balanced work will go a long way to cementing 
Garvey's place among black historical figures."--Caribbean Beat"Grant's book is a fine and valuable monument to his 
memory."--New Statesman"Masterly ... [an] engrossing social history."--New York Times Book "[A]n artful life story 
that should appeal to the general reader interested in Garvey and his movement. Grant has a sparkling prose style and 
an eye for the sorts of anecdotes that provide appropriate depth and context to the subject." -- North Carolina 
Historical "Synthesizing an incredible amount of scholarship, Grant has produced a portrait of Garvey which is richly 
detailed on both Garvey himself and his larger milieu...Grant offers a more detailed picture of Garvey's life than 
almost any previous biography." -- African American "[An] important new work...Grant has mined numerous primary 
and secondary sources to produce what will likely remain the definitive biography of Garvey for some time to come; 
scholars of African American history, the United States in the early twentieth century, and the African Diaspora will 
find this a richly rewarding work." --The Historian"Contains long and well-crafted, occasionally lyrical, passages on 
Garvey's contemporaries and on the era as a whole....provides an entertaining introduction to Marcus Garvey's rise, 
struggles, and fall." -- American Studies JournalAbout the AuthorColin Grant is an independent historian who works 
for BBC Radio. The son of Jamaican parents, he lives in London. 


