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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. look at European inner cities and povertyBy W BoudvilleThe 
problem studied here describes how in a European city, the poor might cluster in neighbourhoods, and where this acts 
to further isolate them from employment and the mainstream society. While some cities in the book might be 
unfamiliar to an American reader, she should have no problem relating much of the discussion to American cities that 
she has visited.Interesting conclusions are found. For Dutch single mothers, social networks are seen as vital. Also, 
Holland has a welfare state that has largely prevented the formation of downtrodden neighbourhoods. Plus, the single 
mothers still took part in society, from child-related activities for example. While single males were far more likely to 
exclude themselves and have more serious behavioural problems like addiction or psychosis.

Neighbourhoods of Poverty is concerned with the spatial dimension of urban social exclusion and integration. It draws 
on research from twenty-two neighbourhoods in eleven European cities: Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Brussels, Antwerp, 
London, Birmingham, Berlin, Hamburg, Milan, Naples and Paris and addresses two questions: - How do different 
neighbourhoods have an impact upon the opportunities and perspectives of poor individuals and households? - Are 
these neighbourhood impacts conditioned by national and welfare state contexts, by the wider metropolitan structures 
and by specific neighbourhood characteristics? Various aspects of poverty, social exclusion and integration are 
brought together and provide a new assessment of the place of neighbourhood within these wider debates.
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