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Susan H. Mcfadden, Mark Brennan : New Directions in the Study of Late Life Religiousness and Spirituality 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised New Directions in the 
Study of Late Life Religiousness and Spirituality: 

Examine the questions of how, what, and why associated with religiousness and spirituality in the lives of older adults! 
New Directions in the Study of Late Life Religiousness and Spirituality explores new ways of thinking about a topic 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0789020394


that was once taboo but that has now attracted considerable attention from the gerontological community. It examines 
various approaches to methodology and definition that are used in the study of religion, spirituality, and aging. In 
addition, it explores the ways that gerontological research can highlight the role of religion and spirituality in the lives 
of older adults. The first section will introduce you to new ways of thinking about research methodology and data 
analysis that can be applied to studying the complexity of older adults' religious/spiritual practice and beliefs. You'll 
learn several approaches to the study of phenomena that are both personal and also deeply embedded in community. 
The second section addresses issues of definition, exploring important questions that call for critical reflection, such 
as: What are we studying? What social and psychological influences shape our thinking about definition? and Do the 
definitions used by gerontologists match those held by older people? The final section moves the study of religion, 
spirituality, and aging beyond a focus on health and mortality to examine well-being more broadly in the context of the 
life experiences of older adults. Here is a small sample of what you'll learn about in New Directions in the Study of 
Late Life Religiousness and Spirituality: structural equation modelinga statistical method designed to capture the 
dynamics inherent in the passage of time feminist qualitative methods for studying spiritual resiliency in older women 
spirituality as a public health issue the differences between groups of older people in the way they define religion and 
spirituality the psychosocial implications of two types of religious orientationdwelling and seeking older women's 
responses to the experience of widowhood and to the question of whether their religious beliefs were affected by the 
experience how social context influences our decisions and our interpretations of people's religious beliefs, behaviors, 
and experiences the ways that people caring for a spouse with dementia rely on religious coping a model that 
delineates three different ways people relate to God in copingand a study that asks whether these types of coping 
produce different outcomes for caregivers how people adjust to bereavement as a function of their beliefs about an 
afterlife


