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Harry M. Caudill : Night Comes to the Cumberlands: A Biography of a Depressed Area  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Night Comes to the Cumberlands: A 
Biography of a Depressed Area: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great stories, wonderful and heartbreakingBy B. ColeExcellent 
book, well written and with an honest, unromantic, unvarnished honesty. My mother's side of my family are from the 
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Cumberland plateau for over 200 years. I've heard stories like in this book growing up my whole life. My mom grew 
up in one of those coal camps during the Great Depression and it was tough, but so was my mom and everyone else. 
My grandmother was smart enough to send my mom and her sister away to live with relatives in their teens. My mom 
always had an affection for the mountains, and the culture never left her. Her families stories and the stories in this 
book are both wonderful and heartbreaking at the same time. Wonderful book, really gives you a sense of the place 
and its people.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This book is the best researched book there e is on 
what has happened ...By CustomerThis book is the best researched book there e is on what has happened to the 
Appalachian area, especially Kentucky. REading it is like seeing someone held hostage , as the uneducated mouton 
people were by selling their mineral rights and timber rights. It is latching the rape of the land that leads to strip 
mining and ruination of the land of anything such as farming, etc. A place as beautiful as those mountains were before 
mining, and what a disaster they are now is a disgrace. The mountains could have been one of natural delights like 
other places in nature are in the U.S. but is only a monument to greed.. There has not been a better book written about 
this disaster.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An excellent historical overview of AppalachiaBy 
jimAn excellent historical look at this fascinating and tragic geographical area of America

At the time it was first published in 1962, it framed such an urgent appeal to the American conscience that it actually 
prompted the creation of the Appalachian Regional Commission, an agency that has pumped millions of dollars into 
Appalachia. Caudill's study begins in the violence of the Indian wars and ends in the economic despair of the 1950s 
and 1960s. Two hundred years ago, the Cumberland Plateau was a land of great promise. Its deep, twisting valleys 
contained rich bottomlands. The surrounding mountains were teeming with game and covered with valuable timber. 
The people who came into this land scratched out a living by farming, hunting, and making all the things they need-
including whiskey. The quality of life in Appalachia declined during the Civil War and Appalachia remained "in a bad 
way" for the next century. By the 1940s, 50s, and 60s, Appalachia had become an island of poverty in a national sea of 
plenty and prosperity. Caudill's book alerted the mainstream world to our problems and their causes. Since then the 
ARC has provided millions of dollars to strengthen the brick and mortar infrastructure of Appalachia and to help us 
recover from a century of economic problems that had greatly undermined our quality of life.
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