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Sharon Bertsch McGrayne : Nobel Prize Women in Science  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Nobel Prize Women in Science: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Author is a bit misinformedBy User MThis book was very 
interesting and enjoyable reading. Until I happened upon the afterword. Clearly the author is not an academic scientist 
because she is under the mistaken impression that "overt discrimination has disappeared".I highly recommend this 
book to all scientists, but ladies, after working years with lower pay, less labspace, other senior scientists trying to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0970225601


take/take credit for your work, and colleagues largely labeling you as either too difficult or too nice - skip the 
afterword!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Get to Know Some Amazing WomenBy penny21"Why so 
few?" Sharon McGrayne asks at the beginning of her excellent book on15 women who won, should have won, or 
helped others win Nobel Prizes in science. The book details some of the barriers women have faced in gaining access 
to education, getting paid for their work, and having their discoveries taken seriously. At the same time, McGrayne 
shows how male mentors and friends have at times provided important support and encouragement.McGrayne has 
delved into primary sources and conducted interviews to understand these women with their strengths and quirks, and 
she discusses their scientific work in sufficient depth to give the interested reader a real sense of their 
accomplishments. The result is a book that brings women of science to life--I now feel I know these women as 
colleagues and friends. Some of my favorite chapters are those on Emmy Noether, Dorothy Hodgkin, Lise Meitner and 
Barbara McClintock, all strong women and important scientists.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Beautifully written, inspiring, makes the subjects come to lifeBy Numbers GalI have just re-read this book (in 
preparation for an honors course for first year college science students.)The subjects come to life, and the book is up-
lifting. The science is incredibly well explained at a level which is appropriate for non-specialists.The forward notes 
the books provides an answer to the question "Why so few?" women Nobelists - and, given their struggles, leads to the 
question "Why so many?"The book also offers wonderful examples of the commitment needed and joys received in 
scientific discovery. I can not recommend this book highly enough!Please note that "Joseph Henry Press" is the name 
of a publisher (i.e. a Press- actually that of the National Academy) not the name of a co-author.

This book tells the stories of the lives and achievements of fifteen women scientists who either won a Nobel Prize or 
played a crucial role in a Nobel Prize-winning project. NOBEL PRIZE WOMEN IN SCIENCE book reveals the 
relentless discrimination these women faced both as students and as researchers. They succeeded because they were 
passionately in love with science.

From Scientific American"Recommended reading." "Gratifying reader for women of all ages--and would that men 
would read it as well." -- Kirkus s A book to brandish when some wag asks, "So where are your great women 
scientists?" -- Ms. Magazine About the AuthorSharon Bertsch McGrayne is a former newspaper reporter and writer-
editor on science for Encyclopaedia Britannica. The author interviewed every living woman scientist who is a subject 
in this book and 250 of their colleagues, associates, and family members. She has lectured about women in science at 
many places here and abroad. She lives in Seattle, Washington. 


