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Carol D. Marsh : Nowhere Else I Want to Be: A Memoir  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Nowhere Else I Want to Be: A Memoir: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Why we must read Nowhere Else I Want to Be as we address White 
Privilege in our countryBy GigiThis book is most important for this moment in time here in the United States. It's 
about taking action when a person feels they must act. Carol bravely stepped forward into a commitment that joined 
her with impoverished women of color, living/dying of AIDS in 1996. She and her husband Tim lived at Miriam's 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1942645066


House with these women for the next 14 years in a heartfelt and challenging engagement. With Carol the members of 
Miriam's House were present to each other amidst weakness, illness, rejection, celebration and laughter: the stuff of 
life and death. Carol's challenge, which she writes about openly, to fit in, garner trust and authenticity as a white 
women in a black household, was major. This trust couldn't come to a "do gooder"; it could only come to one who 
wouldn't give up on being humble, aware and open to learning from the people she was serving. Today, racism is a 
topic requiring urgent attention in our country. Anyone who wishes to confront white privilege with understanding and 
authenticity would find help in their journey towards greater awareness by reading this book!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. toward a community into which love is pouredBy WMI readerCarol Marsh's memoir works 
on the reader like a therapeutic massage. As I read the story of Carol's 14 years living with and caring for women with 
AIDS in Washington, D.C., I winced at the knots in my psyche that her narrative touched--knots I didn't know were 
there. "Yes I've done that, felt that, thought that in relationships with people who seemed unlike me. I've felt that pain, 
caused that pain to others." Then, as good stories do, Carol's memoir brings relief from the held pain -- catharsis. Not 
only does Carol allow us, by her unflinching confession, to acknowledge our own complicity in creating divides, even 
when we have the best of intentions. She shows us that through the confession and humility we can be changed. We 
can become a community into which love is poured. What a message of hope for this moment in our national life!0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. BeautifulBy Sherie ColeyThis book was fantastic! A honest look into an 
inner city nonprofit and the woman who ran it. I'd love to know more about the amazing ladies and their journeys.

A Finalist in the Memoir Category for the 2017 Indie Excellence Book Awards A Finalist in the 
Autobiography/Memoir Category in the Next Generation Indie Book Awards Carol D. Marsh founded, directed, and 
lived at Miriams House, a Washington, DC, residence for homeless women living with AIDS. In this powerful 
memoir, Marsh recalls how she came to confront issues far removed from her own experience: addiction, poverty, and 
the institutional racism that permeates our society on every level. From the humorous to the tragic, the mundane to the 
sublime, Marsh offers a gripping view into a world where the stakes are high and love is pushed to its limit. Nowhere 
Else I Want to Be is the story of the inspiring women who transformed Marshs life. From Kimberly, who triumphs 
over a lifelong alcohol addiction, to Alyssa, who dies reaching out for the mother who abandoned her, Marsh 
witnesses the spectrum of human experience and the depth of the human spirit. 

"Marsh writes with joy and humor about her years coming face-to-face with the gritty, sometimes painful, often joyous 
realities of those we keep on the margins of our society." David Hilfiker, MD, author of Healing the Wounds, Not All 
of Us Are Saints, and Urban Injustice "Nowhere Else I Want to Be is not a book easily defined, as it balances perfectly 
the qualities of humor, love, sadness, disdain, and acceptance, combined into one spectacular memoir. Carol Marsh 
takes her readers on the same journey she once walked, alongside society's forgotten as they struggle to better 
themselves, contribute to communities who continuously reject them, and just survive, at any cost. It wasnt, and still 
isnt, easy, but it is forever worth it. Nowhere Else I Want to Be is a treasure as much as it is a tragedy, if for nothing 
else, for Carol's bold, dignified, and honest approach to a truth best not left forgotten." Authors Talk About It 5-Star 
"Nowhere Else I Want to Be is not a book easily defined, as it balances perfectly the qualities of humor, love, sadness, 
disdain, and acceptance, combined into one spectacular memoir. Carol Marsh takes her readers on the same journey 
she once walked, alongside societys forgotten as they struggle to better themselves, contribute to communities who 
continuously reject them, and just survive, at any cost." Authors Talk About It, 5-Star "Nowhere Else I Want to Be is 
an inspiring read and Carol does an excellent job of presenting the womens stories as genuinely and honestly as 
possible." Readers' Favorite, 5-Star "Marsh paints vivid word-pictures of the women of Miriam's House, enabling us to 
enter their lives as much as it is humanly possible to. And we come away from the book moved by both the story she 
tells and the honesty with which she tells it." Tammy J. Banks, AU Magazine About the AuthorCarol D. Marsh is a 
writer and winner of New Millennium Writings 2016 Literary Award for Nonfiction. In 2014, Marsh received her 
MFA in creative nonfiction from Goucher College, where her thesis was Nowhere Else I Want to Be. She recently 
founded the online school Forum for Growth in Service. For more information, please visit www.caroldmarsh.com. 


