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People are now living well into their seventies, eighties, and even beyond. A tribute to medicine, thetrend isalso a
challenge for governments as the costs of healthcare and retirement continue to grow. But isthisreally anew trend?
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And isit aserious problem? This history of old age in England challenges many contemporary assumptions about
aging and itsrole in culture. Tracing the experiences of older people back two thousand years, it shows that in fact
there were large numbers of vigorous older people in many periods and that they often made important contributions
to their families, friends, and society at large. After discussion of the modern experience of old age, when mass
retirement has become the norm, the book argues that we can continue to expect the benefits of an aging society to far
outweigh the costs.

“Important contribution to English social history'CHOICE Thisis avery welcome book ... impressive ... topical
range.'Peter Stearns, American Historical “This ambitious synthesis, by a major scholar, reminds us of the richness and
importance of the field. Pat Thane drives the point home by using historical perspective to comment intelligently on
the present and future prospects of old age and the elderly.'Peter Stearns, American Historical This book represents a
first-rate introduction to the field for nonspecialists, including adepts in other facets of British history interested in
linking with the history of old age, and a fruitful compendium for anyone interested in the elderly past or present.’a
great deal of valuable information ... exciting stimulus for further analysis.'Peter Stearns, American Historical “Thane
holds a steady course in the midst of data-rich reports and parliamentary penchants ... Without question, thisisa
definitive work on the demacratization of retirement and is enthusiastically recommended to social scientists of all
categories but especially to serious students of agingas a historical phenomenon.'Alice Tobriner, History: s of New
Books With keen insight into the elements of aging - retirement, dependency, poverty, and gender - Thane has
fashioned a synthesis at once brilliant and ingenious.'Alice Tobriner, History: s of New Books A fine work: long,
comprehensive, but never tiring. It iswritten with admirable clarity and feeling and will provide a valuable corrective
to the many misconceptions nursed by both professionals and people in the general community about ageing.'Janet
McCalman, Australasian Journal on Ageing, Vol 19, No 4 Thisis an immensely useful work of reference for those
seeking a clear path through a complex history of investigations, acts of parliament, debates and campaigns.'Janet
McCaman, Australasian Journal on Ageing, Vol 19, No 4 She [ Thane] shows time and time again the dangers of
comparing what she describes as an idealised past with a half-understood present.'John Benson, Social History
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