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From Oxford University Press : On Writing Short Stories  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised On Writing Short Stories: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great BookBy Customerthese are some of the most interesting and 
fun short stories I have ever read.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Gets the job doneBy Jaime BLooks 
good. I can read it. All I needed.6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Most Used TextbookBy cecile 
dixonThis collection of short stories and craft instruction was purchased for a MFA class. I am so glad it was assigned 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195395654


reading, for if it hadn't been I might never have found this this thought provoking aid to my writing.

On Writing Short Stories, Second Edition, explores the art and craft of writing short fiction by bringing together nine 
original essays by professional writers and thirty-three examples of short fiction. The first section features original 
essays by well-known authors--including Francine Prose, Joyce Carol Oates, and Andre Dubus--that guide students 
through the process of writing. Focusing on the characteristics and craft of the short story and its writer, these essays 
take students from the workshopping process all the way through to the experience of working with agents and 
publishers. The second part of the text is an anthology of stories--many referred to in the essays--that give students 
dynamic examples of technique brought to life.In this second edition, author-editor Tom Bailey brings the text up-to-
date with new and revised essays, alongside classic pieces by Robert Coles and Frank Conroy and a foreword by 
Tobias Wolff.

About the AuthorTom Bailey is the author of several books, including Crow Man Stories (2003) and the novels The 
Grace That Keeps This World (2006) and Cotton Song (2006), as well as A Short Story Writer's Companion (OUP, 
2000). His short stories have been anthologized in the Pushcart Prizes, New Stories from the South, Streetsongs: New 
Voices in Fiction, and cited in The Best American Short Stories. Among other awards for his writing, he has received 
a National Endowment of the Arts Fellowship and a Newhouse Award from the John Gardner Foundation and was 
named winner of the 2006 Mississippi Institute of Arts and Letters Award for Fiction. He currently teaches in the 
Writers Institute at Susquehanna University, where he is a professor of English and Creative Writing. 


