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Walt Crawford : Open Access. What You Need to Know Now (ALA Editions. Special Reports) before

purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Open Access: What Y ou Need
to Know Now (ALA Editions: Special Reports):

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. | actually read the publicationBy Dani ShupingThree statements to
get out of the way:1. I've interacted with the author online for the last couple of years and have met him once or twice
in person. Thisdid not influence the review.2. Unlike the other reviewer | actually DID read this publication before |
reviewed it.3. This publication is on Open Access publishing, which is different from Open Source (the other reviewer
seems to confuse the two terms.)With that out of the way...I came into reading this publication knowing only the bare
basics about Open Access publishing and if pressed into arguing why it was a good thing | could come up with afew
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good reasons. This publication will make arguing for it a heck of alot easier. Walt starts the book off with the obvious
guestion, why you should care about open access publishing. He breaks it down into simple terms of why it mattersto
not only the academic librarian, but the public librarian as well. Walt openly confronts some of the issues, challenges,
and misconceptions about open access publishing and lays out what the redlity is, such as that open access will
undermine the peer review process. He is open and honest about what are |egitimate arguments/concerns about open
access publishing and what are complete fallacies. And with the legitimate arguments/concerns Walt is not afraid to
admit that the arguments maybe valid.The one thing that bothered me a bit about the publication were at the points
where Academic Institutional Repositories were mentioned. Not because they aren't relevant to the discussion of Open
Access, but more because their placement felt a bit out of place in the discussion for this publication.Overall, thisisa
good guide to understanding what open access publishing is, why it matters, and what some of the challenges/issues
are. It'swritten in clear and easy to understand language, regardless of what type of background that you maybe
coming from. Unlike some other publicationsit isn't filled with jargon to interpret. If you're interested in knowing
more about open access | would highly recommend reading this publication.2 of 2 people found the following review
helpful. Open Access Viewpoints of the American Library AssociationBy Dr Anup K DasThe Book titled "Open
Access: What Y ou Need to Know Now" by Walt Crawford hel ps us understanding principles and future of open
access publishing. The case studies discussed in this book portray different models and channels of open access to
knowledge. This book mostly narrates viewpoints of the American Library Association and its member institutions.4
of 27 people found the following review helpful. The Kindle Edition is $.45 a page?By comic_sansl will not pay 36
bucks for adigital copy of awhite paper.For thisreason, | can only assume that the conclusion this report draws is that
Open Sourceis bad, and the ALA will never support it. Otherwise, the price of this thin white paper-- especially the
Kindle edition-- isjust a demonstration that the ALA lacks a sense of irony.There are pluses and minuses to open
source scholarly publishing, to be sure. We haven't figured out the best model yet. But that said, if there was EVER an
opportunity for an organization to dip their toes in and experiment with open source publishing, this would be
one.Releasing this report in atraditional copyright format, and charging aridiculous amount for it, just goes to show
the biggest obstacle to open source publishing-- how beholden the entire structure of the academy isto the old
publishing model.The ALA hasdone alot in the last several yearsto push for more open access, more freely available
content. The mission of librariesis to give the opportunity to the greatest number of people to have access to the
greatest amount of information. They've been good at seeing that and pursuing goals that reflect this.This particular
publication, however, strikes me as notably tone-deaf. Without having ever read it.

Academic libraries routinely struggle to afford access to expensive journals, and patrons may not be able to obtain
every scholarly paper they need. Is Open Access (OA) the answer? In this ALA Editions Special Report, Crawford
hel ps readers understand what OA is (and isn t), as he concisely Analyzes the factors that have brought us to the
current state of breakdown, including the skyrocketing costs of science, technology, engineering, and medicine
(STEM) journals; consolidation of publishers and diminishing price competition; and shrinking library budgets
Summarizes the benefits and drawbacks of different OA models, such as Green, Gold, Gratis, Libre, and various
hybrid forms Discusses ways to retain peer-review, and methods for managing OA in the library, including making
OA scholarly publishing available to the general publicAddressing the subject from the library perspective while
taking arealistic view of corporate interests, Crawford presents a coherent review of what Open Accessis today and
what it may become.

Walt Crawford has done something difficult and useful. He's written a short, accurate, independent introduction to
open access. | recommend it to researchers and libraries everywhere, and hope it corrects misunderstandings that have
held back this good idea for years. --Peter Suber, Faculty Fellow, Berkman Center for Internet Society, Harvard
University and Senior Researcher, Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition (SPARC)"A first-rate
introduction to OA. It should be required reading for all librarians so that they become familiar with the OA movement
and can provide to anyone not just scholars widespread and unrestricted access to OA scholarly literature. With his
insightful summary of this widening and complex field, Crawford offers a resource that will help readers gain a better
understanding of what OA is and provide details regarding the issues and controversies surrounding the OA
movement." --Internet Reference Services Quarterly"A first-rate introduction to OA. It should be required reading for
all librarians so that they become familiar with the OA movement and can provide to anyone not just scholars
widespread and unrestricted access to OA scholarly literature. With hisinsightful summary of thiswidening and
complex field, Crawford offers aresource that will help readers gain a better understanding of what OA is and provide
detail s regarding the issues and controversies surrounding the OA movement." --Internet Reference Services
QuarterlyAbout the AuthorWalt Crawford is an internationally recognized writer and speaker on libraries, technology,
policy and media. Author of numerous books, articles, and columns, Crawford is also the creator, writer and publisher
of Cites Insights: Crawford at Large, an gjournal on the intersections of libraries, policy, technology and media



published monthly since 2001. He maintains a blog on these and other issues, Walt at Random.



