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Interruptions: Border Testimony Critical Discourse)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Out of Place: Homeless Mobilizations, Subcities, and Contested Landscapes (Suny 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0791433692


Series, Interruptions: Border Testimony Critical Discourse): 

Out of Place: Homeless Mobilizations, Subcities, and Contested Landscapes details the development of two organized 
homeless resistances in two different cities. From the redevelopment protesters and squatting activities of the Student-
Homeless Alliance in San Jose to the squatter camps of Tranquility City in Chicago, the differences and similarities 
between both groups are highlighted within the context of city redevelopment policies. Wright argues for considering 
homelessness not merely as an issue for social welfare, but first and foremost as a land use issue directly connected to 
issues of gentrification, displacement, and the cultural imaginings of what the city should look like by those who have 
the power to shape its development. How the homeless combat the restructurings of everyday life, how they attempt to 
establish a "place" is understood within the context of tactical resistances. Questions of collective identity and 
collective action are raised as a result of the successful organizing efforts of homeless groups who refuse to be victims. 
The struggle between individual and collective forms of empowerment is highlighted, with the conclusions pointing to 
the necessity to rethink and go beyond the traditional solutions of more housing and job training.

Wright s significant book is among the few that present life on the street through the eyes of the participants, providing 
a much needed and unique vantage point. David Wagner, University of Southern Maine""Wright's significant book is 
among the few that present life on the street through the eyes of the participants, providing a much needed and unique 
vantage point." -- David Wagner, University of Southern MaineAbout the AuthorTalmadge Wright is Associate 
Professor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Loyola University. He coauthored, with Mary Jo Huth, 
International Critical Perspectives on Homelessness. 


