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From Brand: Brookes Publishing : Pain in Children and Adults with Developmental Disabilities  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Pain in Children and Adults 
with Developmental Disabilities: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent bookBy Dr. Sumer M. AlakiThis is a very interesting 
book. The subject is very up-to date and the references used are all relatively recent. I kept the book with me every 
where I went, and finished reading it in about a week. I strongly recommend it for those dealing with children with 
developmental disabilities.
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"For clinicians working with patients who have disabilities and may not be able to self-report, recognizing and 
correctly interpreting expressions of pain can be a challenge. The first to synthesize research about pain in children 
and adults with a range of developmental disabilities, this landmark book will help ensure that health care 
professionals are better prepared to assess and manage pain and deliver timely, appropriate health care. Expert 
researchers and clinicians cover a wide range of topics, including the basic science of pain, quality of life concerns, 
health care ssues, and best practices in pain management for individuals across the life span."

About the AuthorTim F. Oberlander, M.D., FRCPC, is a developmental pediatrician at British Columbia Childrens 
Hospital (BCCH) in Vancouver. He is Associate Professor in the Department of Pediatrics, University of British 
Columbia (UBC), and the inaugural recipient of the R. Howard Webster Professorship in Child Development. He is 
supported by a Senior Scholar Award from the Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP) at UBC and is a faculty 
member of the Centre for Community Child Health Research. Dr. Oberlander completed medical school training at 
Queens University in Kingston and a residency in pediatrics at Montreal Childrens Hospital/McGill University. 
Fellowship training included developmental pediatrics in Montreal and pediatric pain management in Boston at 
Childrens Hospital. He joined the UBC Department of Pediatrics in 1993 and is a clinician with the Child 
Development and Rehabilitation Program as well as an attending physician with the Complex Pain Service at BCCH. 
As a clinician he works with children with complex pain and developmental disabilities as well as infants and children 
with prenatal alcohol and drug exposure. Dr. Oberlanders research focuses on two areas: The first is directed at 
understanding the influence of early biological and environmental factors on childhood development. This work seeks 
to understand how prenatal exposure to psychotropic medications and drugs (e.g., antidepressants, alcohol) and 
depressed maternal mood alter the developing brain and contribute to development and behavior during infancy and 
childhood. A second area of research focuses on understanding pain in children with developmental disabilities. With 
colleagues he is studying pain reactivity in infants and children following neonatal intensive care and pain in children 
with cognitive and social impairments. Dr. Oberlanders work has been supported by funding from the Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research, Michael Smith Foundation for Medical Research, HELP, and the March of Dimes 
Foundation. Primary research activities of Frank J. Symons, Ph.D., are supported by the National Institute of Child 
Health and Human Development (NICHD), and they focus on improving the assessment and treatment of severe self-
injurious behavior among individuals with developmental disabilities and pervasive developmental disorders. Dr. 
Symons was a research scientist at the Frank Porter Graham Child Development Center at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill and a postdoctoral fellow at the John F. Kennedy Center at the Peabody College of Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville, Tennessee. He is the co-author of Behavioral Observation: Technology and Applications in 
Developmental Disabilities (Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., 2000). Dick Sobsey, Ed.D., Professor Emeritus, 
Educational Psychology, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada Dr. Sobsey has worked with children and 
adults with severe and multiple disabilities since 1968 as a nurse, teacher, and researcher. He taught courses on 
teaching students with severe disabilities and inclusive education at the University of Alberta from 1982 to 2005. He 
also served as Director of the J.P. Das Centre on Developmental and Learning Disabilities from 1994dash;2008 and 
the John Dossetor Health Ethics Centre from 2006 to 2011. He is the father of an adult son with severe and multiple 
disabilities due to MECP2 (methyl CpG binding protein 2) duplication syndrome. 


