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Eleanor Mitchell, Peggy Seiden, Suzy Taraba : Past or Portal? Enhancing Undergraduate Learning through 
Special Collections and Archives  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Past or Portal? Enhancing Undergraduate Learning through Special Collections and Archives: 

Provides a host of examples of the effective involvement of undergraduates with primary sources found in archives 
and special collections in nearly fifty different institutions. This book is one attempt to address the need for models 
that offer best practices, creative approaches, and solutions to commonly experienced challenges.

From BooklistThis volume is a collection of 47 case studies that describe a variety of methods by which undergraduate 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0838986102


education may be enriched through primary source material. The contributors are primarily academics in the area of 
undergraduate studies, university archivists, and special-collection librarians. Presented in four loose categoriesThe 
Artifact, The Pedagogy, The Program, and The Workthese case studies include examples of syllabi, recommendations 
on how to motivate students, and discussions of how to work collaboratively with faculty in designing courses. Case-
study examples include Seeing through the Priests Eye, which describes the use of Oculus Sacerdotis to teach history 
with textual analysis, and Computing in the Humanities @ NYU Libraries, which showcases the use of a digital 
archive project for a web-design course. Without an index and without commentary from the editors, Past or Portal? is 
really more of a resource bank than a work of reference. With that understanding, however, practitioners will find it 
very useful since it offers a tremendous amount of quality guidance in one handy volume. --Art A. LichtensteinAbout 
the AuthorEleanor Mitchell became Director of Library Services at Dickinson College in August, 2005. Prior to that, 
she was Head of the Undergraduate Library at UCLA since 1995, and Director of the Information Literacy Initiative 
there from its founding in 2001 through 2004. She served on the editorial board of Reference Services since 1998, 
becoming co-editor in 2005. She has worked in libraries at Arizona State University, Westchester Community College, 
Vassar College, and Newsweek magazine. Her undergraduate degree was in English, from Skidmore College; her 
MLS was from SUNY Albany, USA. Eleanor thinks, writes, and speaks about undergraduates and libraries frequently. 
Peggy Seiden has been College Librarian at Swarthmore College since 1998. Prior to joining Swarthmore, she directed 
the Skidmore College Library, the library at Penn State, New Kensington and worked in various capacities at Carnegie 
Mellon University. Her research interests and publications are focused on user behavior and library organizational 
dynamics. She is a past president of ALA's Reference and User Services Association and served on a number of 
committees in ACRL. She currently chairs the ALA-APA Certification Committee for the Library Support Staff 
Certification program. Her interest in Special Collections stems back to her graduate work in Medieval Studies. At the 
University of Toronto she had the opportunity to study Paleography under the tutelage of Father Leonard Boyle who 
subsequently became the Vatican Librarian. She also has a masters in Library and Information Science (Rutgers 
University); her undergraduate degree is from Colby College. Suzy Taraba is Director of Special Collections and 
Archives at Wesleyan University. She holds BA and MALS degrees from Wesleyan and the MS in Library Science 
from Columbia. Before returning to her alma mater in 1997, she held special collections positions at the Bakken 
Library of Electricity in Life (now the Bakken Museum), Columbia, Duke, and the University of Chicago. Suzy is a 
former chair of ACRL's Rare Books and Manuscripts Section. Fostering undergraduate excitement about special 
collections and archives is one of her favorite parts of her job. 


