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Anne Margaret Anderson, John J. Binder : Philadelphia Organized Crime in the 1920s and 1930s (Images of 
America)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Philadelphia 
Organized Crime in the 1920s and 1930s (Images of America): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Book tells a forgotten historyBy Robert KayThis book provides a 
fascinating pictorial history of organized crime in Philadelphia during the first half of the 20th century. It introduces 
dozens of characters, long forgotten, and explains where they fit into Philadelphia's organized crime network. What 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1467121177


the book does do, is provide a linear narrative of the story, year by year, group by group. Despite its amazing number 
of pictures, it could have benefitted from maps. Regardless, this work is unique and insightful, giving the reader a 
much better appreciation of Philly's sordid history during Prohibition.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Great Book with Fantastic and Rare Images.By Avi B.Great book with fantastic and rare images. This book 
wonderfully covers two of my favorite, but lesser discussed, mob subjects - Max "Boo Boo" Hoff and the Harry "Nig 
Rosen" Stromberg gang. I would recommend this book to anyone with an interest in Philidelphia or organized crime.1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. Fun read!By sirgalahadWell researched, strongly supported by great 
historical photos and well written. A very enjoyable and entertaining read.

Philadelphia Organized Crime in the 1920s and 1930s explores a little-known but spirited chapter of the Quaker Citys 
history. The hoodlums, hucksters, and racketeers of Prohibition-era Philadelphia sold bootleg booze, peddled illicit 
drugs, ran numbers, and operated prostitution and insurance rings. Among the fascinating personalities that created 
and contributed to the Philadelphia crime scene of the 1920s and 1930s were empire builders like Mickey Duffy, 
known as Prohibitions Mr. Big, and Max Boo Boo Hoff, dubbed the King of the Bootleggers; the violent Lanzetti 
brothers, who ran their own illegal enterprise; mobster Harry Nig Rosen Stromberg, a New York transplant; and the 
arsenic widows poison ring, which specialized in fraud and murder. Bringing to light rare photographs and forgotten 
characters, the authors chronicle the underworld of Philadelphia in the interwar era. The upheaval caused by the gangs 
and groups herein mirrors the frenzied cultural and political shifts of the Roaring Twenties and the austere 1930s.

About the AuthorAnne Margaret Anderson is a historian and writer in Philadelphia. John J. Binder has been 
researching and studying organized crime for over 20 years. He is the author of Images of America: The Chicago 
Outfit. 


