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Niall Edworthy : The Curious World of Christmas: Celebrating All That Is Weird, Wonderful, and Festive 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Curious World of 
Christmas: Celebrating All That Is Weird, Wonderful, and Festive: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The Curious World of ChristmasBy Karen E. AwongThis book is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0399534571


full of wonderful trivia such as, there was no rationing in Britain during Christmas 1939, Origin of kissing under the 
mistletoe, and quotes from the likes of Pope Paul VI to P.J. O'Rourke on Christmas.Read about how our ancestors 
celebrated to how Christmas was during the war. There is something for everyone.My favorite was "The Night Before 
Christmas Legally Speaking." It was a kick.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Probably worth the 
read.By Thomas A. KernanKind of a light book but worth the read for those liking the history of the holiday season.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Sue Clarkgreat book

A fascinating miscellany that celebrates all things Christmas from the author of The Curious Gardener?s 
Almanac.Drawing from more than two thousand years of history and culture, this collection of anecdotes, customs, 
tips, and recipes features more than 1,000 entries honoring one of the world?s most celebrated holidays. This 
unpredictable, addictive gem weaves in famous quotations, traditional sayings, verses, and wisdom to create a book 
that will be enjoyed long after the Christmas tree is down and the turkey leftovers finished off. Each page yields tidbits 
on everything from the real reason why December 25th was chosen as the celebratory day and a 19th-century turkey 
recipe to the origins of kissing under mistletoe and statistics showing why Christmas is proven to be more stressful 
than divorce or burglary. Chapter topics include: ? Farting Dwarves and Peacock Pie (or, How Our Ancestors 
Celebrated Christmas) ? Will the Real Father Christmas Please Stand Up (or, The Origins of Santa Claus) ? Happy 
Reunions, Terrible Tantrums (or, Christmas and the Family) ? Reindeer Sausages and Minced Coffins (or, Christmas 
Food and Drink) ? And much more With enough curiosities to intrigue, amuse, and enlighten even the grumpiest 
Scrooge, this is the perfect gift book for anyone who counts down the months until their favorite holiday.

About the AuthorNiall Edworthy is an author and journalist who has written 18 books under a variety of guises and 
noms de plumes, covering a wide range of subjects from military history, biography, sport, general humour, outdoor 
survival and -- to the unceasing amazement of his friends and family -- gardening. His enthusiasm for Christmas 
remains undimmed in spite of an unsettling experience when he took a student holiday job, working as one of Santa's 
workshop elves, in a well-known department store. 


