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Camara Laye : The Dark Child: The Autobiography of an African Boy  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Dark Child: The Autobiography of an African Boy: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. five starsBy James ColemanI just love this book! I read it in High 
School as a Literature test book. I decided to take my time and go through the book now as an adult. It came on time 
also,0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. great for all mother's of sons to readBy CustomerFabulous 
read...one of my top five of all time...great for all mother's of sons to read...and everybody else, too.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerVery nice book and easy to read.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=080901548X


The Dark Child is a distinct and graceful memoir of Camara Laye's youth in the village of Koroussa, French Guinea. 
Long regarded Africa's preeminent Francophone novelist, Laye (1928-80) herein marvels over his mother's 
supernatural powers, his father's distinction as the village goldsmith, and his own passage into manhood, which is 
marked by animistic beliefs and bloody rituals of primeval origin. Eventually, he must choose between this unique 
place and the academic success that lures him to distant cities. More than autobiography of one boy, this is the 
universal story of sacred traditions struggling against the encroachment of a modern world. A passionate and deeply 
affecting record, The Dark Child is a classic of African literature.

The Dark Child has the force of nostalgia, which spurred Laye to write it to relieve his exile at a time when he was far 
from his people. From the Introduction by Philippe Thoby-MarcellinFrom the Back CoverThis book is a distinct and 
graceful memoir of Camara Laye's youth in the village of Koroussa, French Guinea, a place steeped in mystery. Laye 
marvels over this mother's supernatural powers, his father's distinction as the village goldsmith, and his own passage 
into manhood, which is marked by animistic beliefs and bloody rituals of primeval origin.About the AuthorCamara 
Laye was born in 1928 in the village of Koroussa, French Guinea. He was still in his twenties and studying 
engineering in France when he wrote The Dark Child. He died in Senegal in 1980. 


