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William Julius Wilson : The Declining Significance of Race: Blacks and Changing American Institutions  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Declining Significance of 
Race: Blacks and Changing American Institutions: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy invictusInteresting and compelling but recent 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0226901416


developments (social, political, AND economic) in the US prove otherwise.1 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. This book is one of the finest pieces of work I have seen on race and ...By Jesse ThomasThis book is one of 
the finest pieces of work I have seen on race and race relations as it has manifested itself throughout the history of our 
country. Unlike most works in this area, this book simply gives facts, examples and thorough analyses of these facts as 
it pierces into issues of race. It is not design to invoke anger and resentment, which appears to be the typical reference 
point of most research in this area, and it saddens me to say our best sellers. I would strongly recommend this book to 
anyone with a desire to expand ones knowledge of and to get a better understanding of race and race relations. This 
book could also be useful to academia and policy makers as a frame of reference to use the conclusions from this fine 
piece of work to begin an honest dialogue to address some racial grievances. This is truly a great piece of work.0 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy EddieIts a book.....for school

When first published in 1980, The Declining Significance of Race immediately sparked controversy with its 
contentious thesis that race was becoming less of a deciding factor in the life chances of black Americans than class. 
This new edition of the seminal book includes a new afterword in which William Julius Wilson not only reflects on the 
debate surrounding the book, but also presents a provocative discussion of race, class, and social policy.The 
intellectual strength of this book lies in his capacity to integrate disparate findings from historical studies, social theory 
and research on contemporary trends into a complex and original synthesis that challenges widespread assumptions 
about the cause of black disadvantage and the way to remove it.Paul Starr, New York Times Book ReviewThis 
publication is easily one of the most erudite and sober diagnoses of the American black situation. Students of race 
relations and anybody in a policy-making position cannot afford to bypass this study.Ernest Manheim, Sociology

Wilson has written a profound and provocative book that is destined to become a classic in the field. He has articulated 
the issues with which future researchers will have to deal. Truly, he has made a contribution to social science. 


