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Jean Burko Gleason, Nan Bernstein Ratner : The Development of Language (7th Edition)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Development of Language (7th 
Edition): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy william grahamgood0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Fascinating concepts. Presentation could be better.By Hannah HorspoolI bought this for a Language 
Development class. Concepts are fascinating and the case studies are good, but the way it is presented is highly 
unappealing. I fell asleep every time I tried to start reading the chapters and eventually relied on class notes for the 
midterms and finals.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Yes this book was great and a lot of information 
that help with my ...By CustomerYes this book was great and a lot of information that help with my assignments. It 
was also useful for my job references.

The seventh edition of The Development of Language, written and contributed by leading researchers, covers 
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language acquisition and development from infancy through adulthood. This authoritative text is ideal for courses that 
take a developmental approach to language acquisition across the full life span, from infancy through the aging 
process. The text thoroughly explores syntax, morphology, semantics, phonology, and pragmatics. It examines 
atypical development with attention to the most common disorders affecting language acquisition, presents strong 
coverage of individual differences in language acquisition and learning, describes how and why they occur, and 
provides contemporary references and the most recent research findings. The panel of expert authors provides students 
with cutting-edge research knowledge in an interesting and highly readable format. The goal is the best and most up-to-
date information for the student, with guides for further exploration of topics of interest. The emphasis on change over 
the life span is even more important to students from all fields, since it reinforces current developments in cognitive 
neuroscience that indicate language, once acquired, is not static, but rather, undergoes constant neural reorganization. 
HIGHLIGHTS OF WHAT'S NEW IN THE SEVENTH EDITION: 

From the Back Cover The seventh edition of The Development of Language, written and contributed by leading 
researchers, covers language acquisition and development from infancy through adulthood. This authoritative text is 
ideal for courses that take a developmental approach to language acquisition across the full life span. The text 
thoroughly explores syntax, morphology, semantics, phonology, and pragmatics. It examines atypical development 
with attention to the most common disorders affecting language acquisition, presents strong coverage of individual 
differences in language acquisition and learning, describes how and why they occur, and provides contemporary 
references and the most recent research findings. The panel of expert authors provides students with cutting-edge, up-
to-date research knowledge in an interesting and highly readable format. Whats New to this Edition? Updated atypical 
language development chapter (Ch. 9) contains new information about cochlear implants, current research on the 
autism spectrum disorders, new therapeutic approaches to atypical language, with an emphasis on Specific Language 
Impairment, and evaluation of recent claims regarding the etiology of atypicality. Therapeutic recommendations are 
presented within the context of Evidence-based Practice (EBP). 


